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SRSTI:
11.25.40

Abstract. The withdrawal of the international forces from Afghanistan will likely increase
the role of Central Asian violent extremist groups in the production and transit of illicit goods
to and from Afghanistan. While violent extremist groups will maintain the capacity to inspire
and perhaps, even carry out limited attacks in Central Asian republics in the short to medium
term, their capacity will be limited. Conversely, given the Taliban’s control of the majority of
Afghanistan, these same groups will play an increasingly important role in the multi-billion-
dollar drug trade stemming from the country. The future of Afghanistan is still far from decided
but Central Asian violent extremist organizations will likely play a role in whatever is to come.
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EPTEH HE KYTIII TYP: KABYJI KYJIAFAHHAH KEWITH OPTAA3USIIBIK
I9CKEPU-OKCTPEMUCTIK TOIITAP MEH ECIPTKI TPA®UTI'T

Croro3an Jiimot, Puuapa Xornauna, JI>nuen Jlemann

Anaarna. XanbIKapajblK KYIITEpAiH AyFaHCTaHHAH MIbIFApbUTybl OpTaiblK A3UsIaFbl
IKCTPEMHUCTIK TONTAPABIH AyFaHCTaHFa *KoHe AyFaHCTaHHAH 3aHCHI3 Tayapiap IIbIFapy MEH
TPaAH3UTTET] PONIIH apTTHIPYBl MYMKiH. AJlaiifia, jKaybIKKaH 3KCTPEeMHUCTIK TonTap OpraibiK
Azus pecnyOnuKanapblHa KbICKAa JKOHE OpTa MEp3iM[l MEepCHeKTHUBaZa MIaObITTaHIBIPY
YKOHE TIITI MIEKTEYI Mmadybuiiap kacay KaOIeTiH caKTarl Kajica Ja, oJlapiblH MyMKIHIIKTepi
mekTeyni Oomanel. Kepicinme, AyrancTtaHHbIH Ken OeniriH TanmmbOan OakplIayblH €cCKepe
OTBIPHIT, JJT OCHI TONTAP €CIPTKIHIH KON MUJUTMAPATHIK caydachlHa MaHbI3IbI POJI aTKapaibl.
AyFaHCTaHHBIH OOJIAIIAFhI dJI1 MICTIITEH KOK, 01pak OpTanbiK A3HsIaH KEJITeH IKCTPEMHUCTIK
YHBIMZIAp pOJT aTKapybl MYMKIH.

Tyitin ce30ep: Ayeancman, Opmanvlk A3us, ecipmkiHiy 3aHCHI3 AUHAILIMbBL, €CIPMKI,
30PNbIK-30MObLIBIK IKCIMPEMUSMI.

YTO HOCJVIEAYET NHOCJIE: HEHTPAJIBHO-ASUATCKHUE
BOUHCTBEHHO-OKCTPEMUCTKMUE I'PYIIIIbI
N HAPKOTPA®UK ITOCJIE ITAJJEHUS KABYJIA

Co1o3an Juunot, Puuapa Xoruauna, Ipuuena Jlemann

AHHOTanusA. BpBOm MEXIyHapomHbIX cwil w3 AdraHucraHa, BEpPOSTHO, YBEITUYUT
pOJIb BOMHCTBYIOIIUX 3KCTPEMHUCTCKHUX Tpymm B lleHTpanbHOW A3um B NPOM3BOIACTBE U
TpaH3UTE HE3aKOHHBIX TOBapoB B AdraHucrtan ¥ u3 AdraHuctaHa. XOTsS BOWHCTBYIOIIHE
OKCTPEMHUCTCKUE TPYIIBI COXPAHAT CIIOCOOHOCTh BIOXHOBJATH U, BO3MOXKHO, JaXKe
MIPOBOJIUTH OTPAaHUYEHHBIE HANaJeHUs B pecnyonukax [leHTpanpHOM A3um B KpaTKOCPOIHOU
Y CPEAHECPOUHO MEPCIICKTUBE MX BO3MOXXHOCTH OyIyT orpaHuueHbl. Ml HAa000pOT, yunThIBasI
KOHTPOJIb TaTUOOB HaJ OOJbINeH YacThio AdraHucTaHa, 3TH e TPYNIbl OyayT UrpaTrh BCE
0oJsiee BXXKHYIO pOJIb B MHOTOMIJITHAPTHOW TOProBiie HapkoTHKaMu. bynyiee Adranucrana
eIIe J1aJIeKO HE PEIICHO, HO BOMHCTBYIOIIME SKCTPEMUCTCKHUE opranu3anuu u3 LlenTpanbnoit
AWM, BEpOSTHO, CHITPAIOT B ’TOM CBOIO POJIb.

Kntoueswie cnosa: Ageanucman, Llenmpanvuas A3us, He3aKoHHbIL 060POM HAPKOMUKOS,
HAPKOMUKU, HACUIbCMBEHHBLU IKCPEMUSM.

(IJU), and Khatiba Imam al-Bukhari (KIB)
number between a few dozen and several
hundred members, including both fighters

Introduction
After the fall of Kabul, Central Asian
governments, like many governments

elsewhere, nervously prepare their security
forces and hedge their relationships with the
Taliban. Groups like the Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistan (IMU), Islamic Jihad Union

8

and families accompanying them [1]. In
one of the most recent UN reports, due to the
IMU and IJU’s dependence on the Taliban,
they were called “formerly relevant terror
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groups.” [2] Despite this, Central Asian
violent extremists’ influence on regional
criminality is potentially significant. The
importance of familial ties in Afghan
drug smuggling means that cross-border
connections can facilitate easier transit.
Given that the UN Sanctions Monitoring
Team reports that most of the Central Asian
violent extremist groups in Afghanistan
number in the hundreds or less, and are often
working with relatives, their organizational
structure seems more conducive to drug
smuggling than waging a sustained conflict
against a state. Now, the Taliban’s new
role in Afghanistan poses a question for
the future of these smaller groups. Given
the size, funding, and goals of these
organizations it is important to discuss how
they are structured to respond to the seismic
shift that occurred in Afghanistan in August
2021. This paper addresses how these
organizations have functioned in the past,
and the possible methods for combatting the
serious illicit activity described.

The Taliban allegedly ordered a halt to
all independent military operations of its
subsidiary groups, which put a strain on
the smaller organizations’ finances[3]. If
the Taliban maintains its organizational
integrity, then the subordinate Central
Asian organizations will likely retain their
current status as small groups restricted
from operating too independently. In this
case, some groups may look to other larger
umbrella organizations, most notably the
Islamic State Khorasan (IS-K), to support
their agenda. However, the Taliban has
responded brutally to defections in the past,
allegedly executing members of the IMU
after such an instance[4]. The IMU has
since realigned itself with the Taliban, and
the general consensus remains that IS-K and
its affiliates are diminished in Afghanistan.
[5] IS-K and the Taliban are competitors,
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but the surge in IS-K attacks during 2021
while the Taliban gained ground against
the Afghan government culminating in
the attack against U.S. forces and Afghan
civilians in Kabul on August 26, indicates
that currently the Taliban are still not able
to entirely suppress their rival or guarantee
security in Afghanistan even after their
victory against the government[6].

There are currently two major routes
for smuggling through Tajikistan: the
Khatlon Route and the Gorno-Badakhshan
Autonomous Oblast route[7]. Because of
security on the Tajikistan side of the GBAO
border, drug runners cannot smuggle large
quantities across the border.  Taliban-
controlled border posts will make large-
scale transit easier, cheaper, and faster than
the alternatives.

To the west, KIB allegedly has a
presence throughout the districts in
Afghanistan’s Faryab Province that borders
Turkmenistan[8]. After the Taliban seized
control of the border town of Aqina,
northeastern smuggling routes could
change as well[9]. KIB already allegedly
creates income via smuggling food and fuel
across the Turkmenistan border. Despite
serious penalties for drug smuggling in
Turkmenistan, these networks could be used
to KIB’s advantage for further profits[ 10].

In the past, Iranians have been
caught attempting to smuggle drugs into
Turkmenistan, which highlights another
potential link between the Taliban,
the Islamic Jihad Union, and Iranian
smugglers[11]. The United States previously
placed a member of the [JU under sanctions
for serving as a key smuggler between
Afghanistan and Mashhad, Iran[12]. While
the Iranian government harshly prosecutes
drug use and routinely seizes large amounts
of opiates, there are long-standing credible
accusations that elements of the Islamic

9



Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
participate and profit from the drug trade
originating in Afghanistan[13].

In this paper, the authors draw on Dr.
Vanda Felbab-Brown’s analysis on the
situation in Afghanistan and its drug
production, Dr. Mark Galeotti’s description
of Central Asian criminal networks, and
Dr. Edward Lemon’s explanation of the
security and governance in Central Asia.
Additionally, two of the authors spent
extensive time in the region and have
provided some of their insights on policy
issues, though no information here reflects
direct interviews or conversations with
people in the region.

Research Methods

Given the changing and sensitive nature
of the subject the research methodology
was limited in scope. Research was done
through a textual analysis of primary and
secondary sources focused on the presence
of drug traffickers and violent extremists
in Afghanistan and its bordering states.
Information on drug seizure data came
from accessing the Central Asia Regional
Information and Coordination Center’s
weekly reports. All information used in this
article is open-source and publicly available.
Further information came from looking
through publicly available UN and U.S.
sanction lists to identify possible connections
between known violent extremists and drug
trafficking organizations. Future research
into this arena would benefit from field
work if possible and consultation with
policymakers in the region.

Results

It is estimated that the Taliban profit
between $300 million and $1.6 billion
through narcotrafficking[ 14]. However, this
is just a fraction of the $28 billion retail value
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of heroin in western Europe originating
from just one smuggling route in eastern
and north-eastern Afghanistan[15]. While
there has reportedly been a consolidation
of drug trafficking organizations along the
northern route that could concentrate profits
to a few key groups, it is unclear what role
the Taliban plays in this[16]. The lack of
information surrounding the drug trade, the
organizational nature of the Taliban, and
its affiliates makes it difficult to pinpoint
specific earnings, but the drug trade is
undoubtedly an important aspect of terrorist
financing in Afghanistan.

With the Taliban’s newfound control
of much of the country, it is likely that its
involvement in the drug trade and its taxes
on independent drug labs, traffickers, and
poppy farmers will increase. The Taliban’s
lack of access to cash (given that the IMF,
United States and others froze access to
Afghanistan’s international accounts) could
also cause the group to rely increasingly on
illicit trade. Although the Taliban announced
that it banned further opium production in the
country on August 18, questions remain about
the enforceability of such a ban[17]. The
previous Taliban ban on opium production in
the 1990’s proved politically costly, and the
Taliban is far from a monolithic organization
today [18]. Abandoning such a profitable
business during a time of economic crisis
might not be feasible.

The Northern Route through Central Asia
1s slightly less lucrative than other routes
through Iran, Turkey and the Caucasus,
but even so, the wholesale markets in
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Russia
increase the value of Afghan heroin roughly
seven-fold.  Typically, after smuggling
the drugs through Tajikistan, drug runners
transfer opiates to networks of Central Asian
kingpins who take the goods to Russia or the
Caucasus. From there, the drugs are either
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sold for consumption or moved into Europe
[19].

The relative fragmentation of the
northern route means that militant groups
in Afghanistan make their profit quickly; in
other words, they do not need much retail
success to gain funds because they are
generally not responsible for the retail sale
of the drugs at their final destinations. The
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan borders then
become the most important points of transit
along the northern route. The relationship
between the Taliban and the drug traffickers
in the region raises questions about the
future of the area. However, given the
role of Central Asian extremist groups
in smuggling, their presence in northern
Afghanistan, and the Taliban’s territorial
gains, much of the trafficking will likely
continue to run through these violent
extremist groups.

From the start of April until mid-July,
the Central Asian Regional Information and
Coordination Center (CARICC), a UNODC
project to synchronize counter-narcotics
policies and information sharing among
Azerbaijan,  Kazakhstan,  Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Russia, reported
that there was approximately 1520 kilograms
of opiates, methamphetamine, and precursor
chemicals seized by government officials
in the Central Asian countries along the
northern route (excluding Turkmenistan
where no information was available).!
CARICC reported another 527 kilograms
seized in Armenia and Azerbaijan during
that same time period, mostly along border
crossings with Iran or near the port of Baku.
Though informative, these seizure numbers
are not definitive and should not be used to
estimate the total amount of drug trafficked
through the states. While none of the reports

speculate on the origin of the drugs seized,
given the proximity of these countries to
Afghanistan, it is likely many of the drugs
came from there.

Despite the relatively small presence
of these Central Asian violent extremist
groups, they still have played important
roles in terrorist finances. In the past,
members of the [JU have been linked with a
smuggling route along the Southern Opium
Route through Iran, where they possibly
collaborated with Iranian officials to
exchange Afghan opiates for weapons[20].
Jamaat Ansurullah, a Tajik extremist group
based in Kishim, Tashkan, and Warduyj
is responsible for smuggling through
Tajikistan, which is the main point of entry
into the Northern Route[21]. While the IMU
has been largely absorbed into the Taliban
and retains little individual autonomy, in the
mid 2000’s it turned to criminality to support
itself, and it is possible that transnational
criminal ties remain[22]. Many Central
Asian violent extremist groups have taken
up a presence in Northern Afghanistan along
border areas. The proximity of these groups
to Central Asia is undoubtedly worrying,
but narcotrafficking and smuggling are the
most significant threats these groups pose to
the region.

The seizure of the Sher Khan border could
change existing drug routes and make larger
smuggling options more viable due to better
infrastructure now available. This makes
it possible that the Northern Route will see
increased use, since the Taliban has focused
on seizing control of Afghan drug routes in
their most recent offensives[23]. Up until
this point, the Sher Khan Border Crossing
has been an important but not the main point
of entry for opiates into Tajikistan[24]. It is
too early to tell if the Taliban will be able

! Data from the weekly CARICC updates, only including seizures of 1 kilogram or more
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to use the dry port to increase the amount
of heroin and opium smuggled out of the
country, but it would not be surprising, now
that they control Afghanistan.

Jamaat Ansurullah, an offshoot of
the IMU, has clashed with Tajikistan’s
border guard in the past while smuggling
drugs. Further incursions by the Taliban
or other extremist groups into Tajikistan
could serve to harden the normally porous
border between the two countries, which
would jeopardize lucrative drug routes.
Corruption in the Tajikistan Border Guard
service has been a problem in the past and
could continue to be a problem in the future.
However, if there were concerns that the
Taliban or Taliban-affiliated terrorist groups
smuggling fighters into the country, there
might be genuine efforts by Moscow and
Dushanbe to tighten border controls.

The seizure of Aqina in Faryab, combined
with KIB’s Central Asian connections could
make drug trafficking a more prominent
challenge there too. The extent of drug
smuggling through Turkmenistan remains
unclear, but there are likely several routes
that cross through the country. Opium and
heroin entering Turkmenistan are likely
destined for transfer through the Caucasus
then further into Europe and Russia via
Turkmenbashi  port[25].  Increasingly,
Azerbaijan has been used as a country of
transit to bring drugs from Afghanistan
to Georgia and then onward in Europe.
Azerbaijan receives drugs smuggled from
Iran, Turkmenbashi Port in Turkmenistan,
and Atyrau in Kazakhstan.

Throughout the conflict in Afghanistan,
drug trafficking consistently remained
a driver of cross-border violence with
Afghanistan’s neighbors[26]. In northern
Afghanistan, traditionally drug trafficking
organizations aligned themselves with
local militias and warlords as opposed to
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the Taliban directly, but with the Taliban
now controlling Afghanistan, this could
change[27].

Discussion of the Results

The Taliban has made overtures
countries in the region to assuage concerns.
The Taliban’s political leader responsible
for negotiations with the United States,
Mullah Abdul Baradar, offered assurances
to Uzbekistan[28]. Additionally, Baradar
travelled to Turkmenistan to discuss
potential investment opportunities. Most
countries remain relatively quiet about
the specifics of their conversations with
the Taliban, but the Taliban’s declaration
banning opium production can be viewed as
a gesture by the group to the international
community to gain legitimacy. Given
questions about the Taliban’s control over
its sub-groups and regional commanders,
and the Taliban’s history of overpromising
and under-delivering, such assurances can
be viewed with some skepticism[29]. But,
as several experts have pointed out, at its
core the Taliban is primarily concerned with
internal Afghan affairs[30].

Uzbekistan’s border with Afghanistan
i1s heavily guarded, and the Uzbekistan
government has generally refused to shelter
fleeing anti-Taliban fighters, although
immediately after the collapse of Mazar-
e-Sharif and Kabul there were conflicting
reports of Afghans crossing into Uzbekistan.
Tashkent’s tight-lipped approach towards
accepting Afghan refugees perhaps signals
their commitment to non-interference with
the Taliban. Conversely, Tajikistan has
sheltered Afghanistan government soldiers
fleeing the Taliban and has warned that
upwards of 10,000 refugees might cross
over the border[31]. The mass movement
of refugees will create new challenges in
the region that might intersect with existing
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problems, but Russia has pledged to support
Tajikistan and maintain its border integrity,
which could mitigate some of these
effects[32]. To that end, Russia has recently
conducted several military exercises
with Tajikistan and Uzbekistan along the
countries respective Afghan borders. The
Russian-led Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO) and the Chinese-led
Shanghai Cooperation Organization have
both carried out numerous military exercises
in Central Asia in response to the situation
in Afghanistan and will likely continue such
exercises if the Taliban appears unable to
guarantee internal security in Afghanistan
[33]. Additionally, preplanned exercises
like the SCO’s “Peace-Mission-2021” on
September 11, have now taken on an extra
importance in light of security concerns[34] .
These groups remain a very real point of
concern for the Central Asian Republics,
but as the United States reassesses its
security priorities in the region, it should
focus on border security, good governance,
and law-enforcement collaboration. Central
Asian violent extremist groups will find it
exceedingly difficult to mount a large-scale
campaign against a country without explicit
Taliban approval and support. Instead,
these groups will likely seek to recruit small
cells or lone terrorists to attack soft targets,
as has been the case in the past. At the same
time, they might seek to increase their role
in narcotrafficking. From 2019 to 2020,
several provinces in which Central Asian
extremist groups were present experienced
a marked increase in poppy production.
There are several avenues that
governments in the region and abroad can
take to combat drug trafficking and mitigate
the harms of it. First, the governments can
build civil society capacity for treating
addiction. Reducing demand along the
Northern Route can restrict the ability of
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traffickers to turn a quick profit. The further
drugs need to transport to market, the
higher likelihood there is that they will be
intercepted. In Afghanistan, drug treatment
programs have proven to be impactful;
greater services rendered to addicts
elsewhere could help address the demand
side of this challenge[35]. Cooperation with
the Agha Khan Development Network, an
international development agency already
active in Tajikistan, especially in Gorno-
Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast, to build
economic support systems with Tajikistan
could tap into existing networks of civil
society organizations and increase the
human security necessary for national
security.

Second there needs to be increased
support for border posts: The United
States already works with Tajikistan and
Kyrgyzstan on issues of border security,
and this cooperation should be increased
and improved. The State Department’s
Bureau of International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs previously assisted
in creating border outposts for Tajikistan
and worked with the UNODC to refurbish
Kyrgyzstan’s existing outposts[36].
Continuing to provide better technology,
especially at major crossings, could hinder
the flow of drugs. The United States-
funded Sher Khan Bandar border crossing
was equipped with scanners and technology
to combat drug trafficking, and this did
seem to prevent large-scale smuggling,
despite a high level of traffic, as evinced by
major trafficking routes avoiding Sher Khan
Bandar to this point. The relative success of
the controls at this border crossing could be
replicated on either side of the Kyrgyzstan-
Tajikistan border, and on Tajikistan’s side
of the border with Afghanistan. While this
would not prevent drug smuggling, it would
raise the cost and difficulty.
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In addition to high-tech scanners and
methods of detection for border posts, the
United States can also ensure that border
posts are equipped with basic necessities
like running water, heat, and places for the
border guards to rest in Tajikistan. Many
border crossing posts are extremely remote,
and necessities will help border guards to
stay at their posts for longer periods of time.

Finally, states shouldexpandthe frequency
and scope of border patrol workshops:_ The
OSCE in Dushanbe already has a mandate
to work with states to improve their border
security. U.S. funding dedicated to training
courses via the OSCE Center on preventing
cross-border smuggling, combined with
funding to bring Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan
Border Security personnel to Dushanbe
to participate, could increase regional
collaboration and strengthen cross-border
efforts to combat transnational criminality.

Conclusion

The nexus between criminal activity
and violent insurgency will remain strong
in Afghanistan and neighboring areas of
the world. The presence and participation
of violent Central Asian extremist
organizations in trafficking and smuggling
provides them with a source of funding and
expands networks beyond the borders of
Afghanistan. Narcotrafficking will likely
emerge as a particularly troubling security
threat for the Central Asian states and the
United States.

The full effects of the events in August
will not be known for some time. But while
the ruling faction in Kabul has changed, the
conditions in Afghanistan and neighboring
countries that foster drug smuggling have
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not. The Taliban have achieved victory, but
that triumph leaves many affiliated groups,
like violent Central Asian extremist groups
with an uncertain path forward. The groups’
transnational intentions, historical actions,
and need for funding make them ideal
conduits for new drug traffickers in Central
Asia.

Any initiatives to prevent further
narcotrafficking along the Northern Route
must be spearheaded by the Central Asian
Republics themselves, with support from
the highest levels of their governments.
By supporting legitimate efforts to curb
narcotrafficking, the United States would be
combatting akey source of terrorist financing
that could otherwise endanger American
investments and personnel in the region or
be exported to other regions. Additionally,
the United States would undermine a
pattern of criminality in the post-Soviet
world that has repeatedly hindered U.S.
goals and its ability to work with partner
governments[37]. The United States
cannot solve the issue of drug trafficking,
but it can give Central Asian governments
the tools and information necessary to
do it themselves while emphasizing the
importance of good governance in long-
term problem avoidance. A multi-vector
approach, including cooperating with the
UNODC and OSCE to increase the scope of
existing initiatives, will enable the United
States to work with partner governments to
prevent narcotrafficking from undermining
national and international security.
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AOCHIK MYIIE MEMJUIEKETTEP APACBIHAATBI KAYIIICI3AIK
BAHJIAHBICBIH APTTBIPYJIBIH SJIEYETTI MYMKIHIIKTEPI

Aunmiep AdapemnieB

AmHjaTna. 3amaHay¥ Karaaiaapaa CeHIM mapaiapbl MEH bBIHTBIMAKTACTHIKCHI3 )KahaH IbIK
KOHE alMaKTBhIK Kayilci3[ik TpoOieMalapblH IIENIye HAKThl MPOTPECKEe KOJI JKETKI3y
ic KYy3iHJE MYMKIH eMmec MiHaeT Oousbln TaObutafbpl. OChblFaH OalIaHBICTHI A3HSIaFbI
KayINCI3MIKTIH THIMAI apXHTEKTypachl OapiibIK MYIICH TapamnTaplblH OipJieCKeH KYII-
KIrepiMeH FaHa ©31HIH THIMAUIITIH Kepcere anmanbl. Makamaga AOCIIK-HiH opOip Keke
aiMaKTarbl KbI3METI EIKeW-TEerKeilli KapacThIpblIFaH, coHpai-ak dopym wmymenepi
apachIHJIaFbl ©3apa OailIaHbICTHI HEIFAUTY MYMKIHTIKTepi Tanganran. Connaii-ak, AOCIIIK-
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TI ONaH Opi HMHCTUTYTTAHIBIPY KOHE TOJNBIKKAHABI YHBIMFA alHAJABIPY MaKcaThIHJIA
OFaH XaJIbIKapaJblK apeHaja jkaHa CepIiH MEH O3€KTiIiK OepeTiH OipKarap uiessiap MEH
YCBIHBICTAp YCHIHBUIJIBI.

Tyiiin co3oep: AOCIIIK, atimakmulk Kayincizoik, bIHMbIMAKMACMbIK, UHCIUMYMMAHObIPY.

IHOTEHIIHUAJIBHBIE BO3SMOXHOCTHU YBEJIUYEHUSA
B3ANMOCBA3ZAHHOCTU MEXAY I'OCYAJAPCTBAMU-YJIEHAMUAU
CBMJA B COEPE BE3OITACHOCTH

Aunmep AdapemnieB

AHHOTanusA. B COBpEMEHHBIX YCIIOBUAX JOCTHKEHUE PEATBHOIO IPOrpecca B PELICHUU
100aNbHBIX M PETHOHAIBHBIX MpoOiieM Oe30macHOCTH 0e3 Mep JIoBepus M COTpyAHUYEC-
TBa SIBIISIETCS MPAKTUYECKHM HEOCYHIECTBUMON 3amadeil. B atoit cBszu, sddexruBHas
apXHUTEKTypa 0e30MacHOCTH B A3HH MOXKET MOKa3aTh CBOIO A3((PEKTUBHOCTH TOJIBKO JIUIIb IPU
COBMECTHBIX YCUITUSIX BCEX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX CTOPOH. B cTarke nmonpoOHO paccMaTpuBaeTcs
nestenbHocTh CBMJIA B KaXk/10M OT/IEIBHOM PETHOHE, & TAKKE aHATU3UPYIOTCS BOZMOKHOCTH
YKpEIUIEHUsI B3aUMOCBA3aHHOCTU Mexay uineHamu Popyma. Takxke, ¢ 1eNb0 JalbHENIIEeH
uHCTUTYanu3auu 1 Tpanchopmarmu CBMJIA B MONHOLIEHHYIO OPraHN3aLUI0, IPUBOAUTCS
pSI UIed U MPEenoKeHUH, KOTOpble MPUAAILYT €l HOBBIM UMIYJIbC U BOCTPEOOBAHHOCTH Ha

MEKTyHapOJIHOU apeHe.

Kniwoueevie cnosea: CBMJ[A, pecuonanvnas  6Oe3onacHocmov,  cOmMpyOHUHECMEO,
UHCMUMYYUOHATUZAYUSL.
Introduction unwillingness of most countries to interact

The current state of international
relations and world politics is characterized
by the growth of old and the emergence
of new, non-traditional challenges and
threats to security. Strategic rivalry
between world and regional powers,
aggravation of the military and political
situation in Afghanistan and the Middle
East, growth of threats of information,
cyber and bioterrorism, drug trafficking,
transnational crime, etc. are threats
negatively affecting the military and
political situation in the CICA area.

In addition, the current trend in
political cooperation is such that bilateral
cooperation often prevails on certain
issues. This fact is largely due to the
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institutionally, within the framework
of existing organizations. This, in
turn, significantly devalues the role of
international and regional organizations
and reduces their political weight on the
world stage.

In this context, an important issue for
CICA in the current context is the future
"political survivability" and the possible
prospect of transformation into a full-
fledged organization capable of uniting
the politically diverse Asian countries [1].

The Republic of Kazakhstan, during
its chairmanship, should demonstrate a
strategic role in defining CICA priorities,

through institutional transformation,
enhancing regional security measures,
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and assisting in capacity building.
To achieve these goals, Kazakhstan
should not only cooperate more closely
with the core CICA members, but also
strengthen its interaction with world
powers in building a regional security
architecture.

Research methods

The article uses general scientific
research  methods. In  particular,
methods of political analysis, such as
content analysis, the method of expert
evaluation, analysis of statistical data
and documents.

The peer review method was used in
the study of foreign research papers on the
formation and development of CICA since
its inception, which helped to form a view
of foreign experts on the role of CICA in
today's world.

Content analysis has been widely used
to analyses the current status of relations
between the different CICA member
states. This method identified the most
problematic issues as well as prospects for
strengthening cooperation.

Themethod ofanalysis of statistical data
and documents was used in determining
the current level of economic cooperation
between CICA member states, data on the
current distribution of water resources in
CA, the state of ethnic composition of the
population in CA enclaves, etc. was also
demonstrated.

CICA and South-East Asia

Security models in Southeast Asia.
In Southeast Asia to date, experts
identify three security-related models
(see Table 1).
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Table 1. Security models in South-East Asia

The system of
bilateral military-
political alliances
with Japan, South
Korea, Australia
and others

Russia-China
initiatives in
the SCO
framework

ASEAN
Regional
Forum

The first model is represented by the
ASEAN Security Forum. Over the past
five years, the Forum has initiated more
than a dozen international conferences
and meetings to discuss regional security
issues. There have been several general
declarations in favor of deepening
openness, stability and confidence in the
security sphere. However, to date the
project has not been very effective or
influential. To a large extent, the forum
has been consultative in nature, making
recommendations, but not capable of
taking concrete decisions and being
accountable for them.

The second model is based on Russian
and Chinese political initiatives to preserve
security and stability in the region. Itis partly
implemented through the interaction of the
two powers in the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), joint statements, the
Anti-Terrorist Centre and the organization’s
military exercises.

The third model is the system of
bilateral = military-political  alliances
formed during the Cold War with Japan,
South Korea, Australia and others. It is
partly based on the national interests of the
US and its allies. At the same time, they are
gradually shifting from a purely bilateral
relationship to a triangular relationship and
a security quartet proper [2] (see Figure 1),
which is an example of club diplomacy
(some experts talk of a certain analogy
with BRICS) or the so-called mini-lateral
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format, which is implemented through the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad).

The first and second models are quite
transparent, open and not oriented towards
the development of politico-military
alliances. As a rule, these are either
dialogue forms and security meetings or
comprehensive organizations (like the
SCO) that are not military alliances or
blocs. The third model, on the contrary, is
focused on politico-military partnerships
aimed at protecting the interests of the
United States and its allies in the East
Asian region [3].

The last decade in Southeast Asia has
given the traditional historical and cultural
phenomenon of migration a negative and
criminal dimension. Illegal inter-regional
labour migration has increased tenfold,
cases of human trafficking are in the
thousands, and the number of refugees has
increased. This is particularly true of the
least developed countries of South-East
Asia.

Figure 1. Triangular interaction

Australia
Il

Source: https://doi.org/10.17976/jpps/2020.03.03

The economic factor also has a direct
or indirect impact on the security system.
A country's development effectiveness is
related to internal indicators such as quality
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of life, inflation, unemployment, budget
deficit, foreign exchange reserves, share
of shadow economy, level of corruption,
etc. In East Asia, there are groups of states
with high (Japan, Singapore, South Korea,
Taiwan, Brunei), medium (Thailand, the
Philippines, Indonesia) and low (PRC,
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam,
DPRK) per capita income. However, when
GDP at purchasing power parity (PPP) is
used as the criterion, the picture changes
significantly. From outsiders, China
immediately rises to first place in the region
and to second place in the world after the
USA ($20.9 trillion), overtaking Japan
($5.3 trillion).

The environmental challenge in East
Asia has become large-scale and systemic,
with the aftermath of the 2010 tsunami in
Thailand and Indonesia and the earthquake
in Japan, which led to man-made disasters.
In fact, these disasters have presented a
number of countries (especially Japan)
with a survival challenge, which has
required substantial material and human
resources to deal with.

Geopolitical (regional) confrontations
to a large extent add to the vulnerability
of the East Asian security system. The
Sino-American tensions are at the heart
of this case, which is certainly a deterrent
in the context of CICA strengthening and
potential interaction with the Quad.

To date, this bilateral model is
characterized by a high degree of "mutual
intransigence". Divergence between the
powers is present in a number of issues,
including human rights, the Taiwan issue,
Tibet, economic contradictions, ectc. In
addition, the potential for conflict remains
between the US and China in their views on
international developments (on Iran, North
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Korea, UN reform, NATO expansion, etc.)
[4].

On the other hand, a number of
interdependencies are also increasing,
especially in the financial and economic
sphere. For China, the American market
for technology and the sale of its goods
is still important. Large US companies
are also interested in Chinese markets.
Lobbying systems for Chinese interests
in the US and US interests in China
have developed. 65% of China's foreign
currency reserves still exist in dollars. In
this context, the prospects for resolving
the Sino-US contradictions look difficult
to predict at the moment.

Traditional tensions continue to be
on the agenda in Japan-China relations.
Unlike Sino-US relations, they are more
regional (concentrated in the South
China Sea region) and more historical
in nature. To date, a mechanism for
mutually beneficial economic cooperation
is emerging between the two countries.
However, the presence of an American
military base in Japan, as well as the
"rising sun" country's integration trends
within the quadrilateral security dialogue,
are factors that negatively affect the state
of bilateral dialogue [5].

The Sino-Indian "misunderstanding"
is also tied to the history of relations
between the two countries in the 1950s
and 1960s and is complicated by the
existence of border problems. Thus, the
most sensitive factor is India's increased
military buildup in the disputed areas.
New Delhi is currently taking steps
towards rapprochement with the US,
Japan and Australia, which may also limit
its activities within the CICA in the long
term.
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The situation on the Korean peninsula
continues to have a negative impact on
the state of affairs in South Asia, having
long gone beyond the scope of a regional
problem. As of today, the 'six countries' on
the settlement of the North Korean nuclear
problem (the US, Russia, China, Japan, the
ROK and DPRK) do not see the usefulness
of continuing dialogue in this format. In
this regard, the issue of normalisation of
the situation should be addressed through
a new approach.

In general, a regional security system
that encompasses all actors in the
international process and benefits all states
in the region is virtually non-existent. On
the other hand, with the support of the
US and its East Asian allies, new projects
are actively taking shape that could play
a more practical role in the future. For
example, in addition to the common Quad
structure, bilateral projects between Japan
and Australia and the US and New Zealand
in the field of military cooperation are
actively pursued. According to experts, the
activities of the new structures with active
U.S. involvement are largely related to the
rise of China, thus more oriented towards
containing Beijing and its foreign policy.

In the current reality, it is important for
CICA to continue to build its capacity in
Southeast Asia and to respond actively
to trends in the region. As a practical
measure, closer cooperation within the
CICA+ASEAN+SCO model can be seen
to jointly address traditional and non-
traditional challenges and threats.

However, the most significant factor that
may constrain the effectiveness of CICA
in the region is the growing US presence
in Southeast Asia. In case of increased
anti-Chinese rhetoric, this could have a
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negative impact on the dialogue between
member states within the forum, which
should also be taken into account during
Kazakhstan's current CICA chairmanship.

CICA and Central Asia

Giventhecurrentpolitical configuration,
ensuring security in the Central Asian
region is of particular relevance. The
CSTO is the main structure represented in
the region and its activities in the field of
security arena.

Despite a number of existing grievances
against the organisation, often related to
the need for institutional development
and reform [6], the CSTO continues to
play a key role, setting common standards
for member states in military assistance,
exercises and training in higher education
institutions, etc.

Also, the role of the SCO, which
combines the aforementioned areas and
1s an important link to stability in Central
Asia, should not be overlooked. The
relevance of the SCO is even greater
today: it was chosen to link the two global
programmes involving Central Asia - the
Silk Road Economic Belt and the EAEU
- in order to form a common economic
space across the Eurasian continent.

Despite the many existing challenges
and threats in the region, the following are
of interest for the continued effectiveness
of CICA where it can leverage its potential:

- terrorism and extremism;

- border issues and the problem of
enclaves;

- water problems.

Terrorism and extremism. Given
past experiences, the special services of
Central Asian countries have begun to pay
closer attention to possible destructive
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forces. However, the threat of terrorism
and extremism in the region remains.
The security situation continues to be
influenced by those who have returned to
Central Asia after their involvement in the
conflicts in Afghanistan and Syria.

Meanwhile, although the pandemic has
blocked global flows, terrorist activities
in Central Asia continue. Extremists have
begun to use other channels and methods
to do so.

To date, Central Asian state authorities
have tried to act in a preventive manner,
attempting to mitigate any risk factors as
much as possible. First, the special services
increasingly rely on soft measures, using
civil society institutions as a channel
to strengthen citizens' resistance to
extremism.

Secondly, the Central Asian states
are increasingly seeking international
cooperation in the fight against terrorism.
Counter-terrorism is always on the agenda
of SCO and CSTO meetings. In addition,
the Central Asian countries regularly hold
roundtables and conferences to discuss
regional joint actions to combat terrorism.
These plans reflect the desire of the
countries of the region to continue to work
against violent extremism.

Last year's terrorist incidents averted
in Europe show that the threat landscape
is rapidly evolving and expanding. In
addition, the situation is exacerbated by
the current situation in Afghanistan. Due to
the lack of intelligence and data on terrorist
organizations, combined with the impact of
the pandemic, Central Asian economies face
serious challenges that could exacerbate
existing threats of terrorism and extremism.

Border and enclave issues also continue
to be a major focus in Central Asia. As
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we know, after the collapse of the USSR,
the region was left with a set of problems
related to the borders between states and
ethnic groups.

The most significant factor here is
the problem of enclaves in the Ferghana
Valley. In the Fergana basin, the borders
and territories of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan are intertwined. Three
major enclaves stand out among them:

- Soh and Chongar. These two enclaves
are currently home to 75,000 people, 99%
of whom are Tajiks.

- Shakhimardan and Jangail. It is home
to about 5100 inhabitants, 91 per cent
Uzbek and 9 per cent Kyrgyz.

- Vorukh. It is an "enclave" of
Tajikistan included in the Batken
oblast of Kyrgyzstan. The enclave has
a population of 50,000, 99% of the
population is Tajik [7].

A new impetus is needed on this issue,
both bilaterally and multilaterally, in
order to resolve border issues. Despite the
declared stability and security of regional
organizations, no effective mechanisms
have been proposed to resolve the existing
contradictions. Recent events between
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan demonstrate
the seriousness of the problem, which
could be a trigger for destabilization in the
region.

The water issue in Central Asia is now
a source of regular crises, affecting all
countries in the region without exception.
According to the UN, the world has entered
an era of resource wars. The main goal of
many terrorist and extremist groups is not
to overthrow central governments or gain
civil rights, but to establish and maintain
control over resources, of which water is
an important part.
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Moreover, water is known to be an
indispensable source that determines the
sustainability of any nation's economy. In
Central Asia, however, water is extremely
unevenly distributed and its scarcity is
becoming more acute every day. Excluding
Tajikistan, the region's reserves of fresh
water amount to 293 billion cubic meters
per year and per capita water consumption
is 6,100 cubic metres per year. Water
consumption doubles every decade and
this trend will continue.

The topic of water is also highly topical
because water is a resource that falls into
three categories: social, environmental and
economic, and in the arid zones to which
the region belongs, also political, because
it is closely linked to national interests.

The process of establishing a unified
water policy is not yet complete and the
current agreements do not eliminate the
problem, which creates uncertainty and
hampers effective decision-making.

Currently, in the context of the
changing geopolitical situation in Central
Asia and the growth of risks and threats,
the importance of regional organisations'
involvement in these processes is
increasing. In this regard, it is important to
involve CICA more deeply in the current
processes. Thus, against the backdrop
of the deteriorating security situation in
Afghanistan, the member states should
adopt a number of comprehensive anti-
terrorist measures, strengthen cooperation
in the politico-military sphere, etc.

In addition, the intensification of the
forum of think tanks on existing problems
in the region would greatly enhance
CICA's role as a deliberative body on
security and bring a number of issues to a
higher level.
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CICA and the Middle East

The Middle East is today a highly
diverse region, and as such a politically
complex one. Over the past decade, a
number of attempts have been made by
various mediators to overcome inter-
state and intra-country conflicts and to
create a sustainable security architecture.
Nevertheless, the region continues to be
a hotbed of instability. The dividing lines
have been preserved and even deepened
by new contradictions and crises.

The defeat of ISIS has largely failed
to solve the security problems and
consequently the further stability and
sustainable development of the region.
Moreover, the post-Arab Spring Middle
East needs a new security architecture,
and regional actors will have to build it
mainly on their own forces, which is a
major challenge in itself.

The main challenges and threats to
regional stability and development can
be roughly divided into three groups:
intercountry, interstate  (intraregional
contradictions) and the problem of
terrorism. The latter is included in a
separate group due to its location outside
the field of state actors [8].

The Middle East is currently the main
focus of the world's major players, as well
as numerous non-state actors through
which so-called hybrid wars are conducted.
In this context, the solutions to these or
other conflicts appear to be complex.

The prospect of establishing a local
version of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in the Persian Gulf is
regularly discussed by many international
relations experts. However, due to the
complexity and chaotic configuration of
the region itself, the process of forming a
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mechanism has been constantly postponed.

In this regard, CICA's role in initiating
multilateral consultations would serve as
an emergency channel of communication
in the event of a deteriorating situation.
Non-politicized areas such as the fight
against drug trafficking and organized
crime, and maritime security could be
used to build mutual trust. Cooperation on
these issues would provide the necessary
experience of constructive interaction.
It is also important to persuade the
opposing sides to stop securitizing each
other and not to use the religious factor to
artificially create enmity.

Existing inter-state disputes continue
to be factors significantly limiting CICA's
activities in the region. One illustrative
case in point is the conflict between Israel
and Palestine (CICA members), where
in 2019 Israel objected to three points in
the final declaration at the summit of the
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia in Dushanbe.
At that time, it recalled, the country
objected to "any unilateral decision that
could lead to a change in the status quo of
the holy city of Jerusalem," the declaration
point on the nuclear deal with Iran was not
recognized, and the country also objected
to the point on establishing a zone free of
nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction in the Middle East.

Conclusion

Over the past decade, the Central Asian,
Middle Eastern and South-Eastern Asian
regions have sought to actively increase
integration ties through trade, finance,
manufacturing and technology, which is
reflected in economic dynamism and a
growing ambition to be at the forefront of
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the international arena. However, with this,
security issues are becoming increasingly

important.
Despite the large number of different
dialogue  platforms and  regional

organizations, there has not yet been
identified a successful single association
that would cover the entire field of Asian
security in its entirety. On the contrary,
similar  organizations are operating
successfully on other continents. Examples
include the European Union (EU) and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), the Organization of
American States (OAS) in the Americas
and the African Union (AU) in Africa.

Giventhisreality, CICA, which currently
brings together 27 countries, can play
an important role as an engine for Asian
integration. The CICA has successfully
completed the process of drafting basic
documents, structure, working principles,
and established mechanisms of interaction,
such as the summit of leaders of member
states and the meeting of foreign ministers.

Nevertheless, its international impact
to date remains limited, whether in terms
of building regional security capacity or
reducing the risk of emerging challenges
and threats.

Among the factors that -currently
complicate the transformation of CICA in
the area of regional security are:

- Territorial disputes between some
member states. This problem poses a threat
to all Asian countries without exception,
given the presence of different religious,
ethnic and cultural groups in virtually
every state, which, if the situation develops
negatively, introduces additional tension
into inter-state relations. Examples include
the tensions between Pakistan and India,
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Israel and Palestine, some Central Asian
states, and so on;

- Problems in the field of disarmament
and arms control. The lack of trust
between states leads to an accumulation
of weapons, including weapons of
mass destruction, causing a backlash.
Elements of an arms race can be
witnessed in some regions of Asia, which
pushes its participants towards armed
confrontation. The result is a vicious
cycle that is disastrous for the countries
directly involved in the conflict and for
the region as a whole. In this context,
it is disappointing that many Asian
countries have not yet acceded to major
international agreements on disarmament
and arms control;

- Different development paths and
historical stage of formation of the CICA
member countries. Among them, there
is a wide range of understanding and
advocacy of their national interests and
their own vision of solving regional and
global policy problems.

However, on the other hand, it is
important to recognize the inclusive
role and distinction of CICA from other
structures in Asia, which are based on the
following key elements:

- the expansion of the sphere of common
interests among states with different
foreign policy concepts;

- addressing issues affecting all states in
the Asian region.

These factors largely determine the core
purpose of CICA today, thereby creating
a fertile ground for further successful
transformation.

In order to deepen interconnectivity
among CICA member states as well as
to establish the forum as the dominant
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framework for pan-Asian security, the
following tasks are proposed:

- Closer cooperation between the South,
Central Asian and Middle Eastern regions
to develop common countermeasures
against traditional and non-traditional
challenges and threats;

- The desire to regulate relations
between the member states themselves.
CICA comprises most of the major Asian
states. The establishment of relations of
peace, friendship, understanding, good
neighborliness and cooperation within

the framework of this association is
a prerequisite for peace and stability
throughout the continent.

- Coordination of joint efforts in
the CICA+SCO+ASEAN format to
strengthen cooperation and mutual trust.
The convening of regular meetings of
Asian leaders could make an important
contribution to  finding  effective
solutions to today's pressing problems
and to strengthening trust and mutual
understanding among the many peoples of
Asia.
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KA3AKCTAH-PECE# INIEKAPACBIH JEJIUMUTALIASIIAYIBIH
HOPMATHUBTIK-KYKBIKTBIK ACHEKTIJIEPIH TAJIJIAY

Aiirya UopaeBa, Aii:xan CardaeBa

Angarma. MemIeKeTTeplIiH oNeMIIK KaybIMIACTBIFBI ayMaKTBIK HETI3/le KYPBIIFaH.
XaIbIKapaablK KYKBIKTa MEMJICKET ayMarbl OHBIH OacThl OENTiIepiHiH Oipi Jen TaHBUIIHI.
MeMIIeKeTTIK ayMaKTBIH epEeKIIeNiri — Ol MEMJICKETTIH ereMEHIIriHAEe, MEMIICKETTIK
€reMEH/IIKTIH KOPiHICI-MEMJICKETTIH IopucIuKIuschl. [1lekapanap ayMaKThIH MIET1H aHBIKTAY,
MEMJICKETTIH KayilCi3[iriH KamMTaMachl3 €Ty VIIiH YJIKeH MaHbI3Fa He. XalblKapasblK
mapTTap MEH IMIKI YITTHIK 3aHHAMa HETI31HJe MEMJIEKET ayMaKThIH KYKBIKTBIK PEXHUMIH
Oenrinerini. MakanaHbslH MakcaThl — Kazakctan-Peceil mekapachiH 3aHIbI PACIMICYIIH HET13T1
acrieKTuIepin KapacTteipy. Makanmana Kazakcran PeciyOnmkacer meH Peceii @enepanusiCbIHBIH
mieKapagsapblH JCIMMUATANMSATIAY MEH JeMapKalusiayabl KYKBIKTBIK KamMTamachl3 eTYyIiH
HET13T1 Ke3eHIepi KapacThIPhLIaIbl.

Tyuiinoi ce3dep: uwiexkapauvl OeIUMUMAYUALAY, UWEKAPAHbL OeMapKayusiay, memie-
KemmepOoiy ayMaKkmulk MedicelleHyi, KYKbIKMblK Mapmebeci, ueKkapanvl 3ayobl pecimoe),
uexapa pexcumi, aymakmoix mymacmoiebl.

AHAJIN3 HOPMATHUBHO-ITPABOBBIX ACIIEKTOB JEJIUMUTALINA
KA3AXCTAHCKO-POCCHUIICKOM I'PAHUIIBI

Aiirynb UOpaeBa, Aiizkan CarbaeBa

AHHOTanuss. MuUpPOBOE COOOIIECTBO TOCYAApCTB MOCTPOCHO MO TEPPUTOPUATIHLHOMY
npu3HaKy. B MexayHapoHOM MpaBe TEPPUTOPUS TOCYIapCTBA TPU3HAHA OJHUM U3 TJIaBHBIX
ero npu3HakoB. OCOOEHHOCTHIO TOCYaPCTBEHHON TEPPUTOPHUH SIBIISIETCS TO, YTO OHA HAXOAUTCS
10/l CYBEPEHUTETOM TOCYAapCTBa, MPOSBICHUEM TOCYIapPCTBEHHOTO CYBEPEHUTETA SIBISETCS
IOPUCIIUKITUS TocyapcTBa. [ paHuIbl UMEIOT 0OJIbIIIOE 3HAYEHUE ISl OTPEICIICHUS MIPEICIIOB
TEPPUTOPUHU, OOECTeUeHHsT OE30MacCHOCTH TrocyaapcTBa. Ha OCHOBaHWM MEXTyHapOIHBIX
JIOTOBOPOB M BHYTPEHHETO HAIMOHAJIBLHOTO 3aKOHOAATENbCTBA TOCYJApPCTBO YCTAHABIMBAET
MIPaBOBOM PEIKUM TeppUTOPHH. Llenb cTaThu —paccMOTPETh KITFOYEBBIE ACIIEKThI FOPUANYECKOTO
oopMIICHHS Ka3aXxCTaHCKO-POCCUICKOW T'paHMIIBI. B cTarbe paccMarpuBaloTCsS OCHOBHBIC
BEXH IMPABOBOTO O0ECIICUEHUS JICTMMHTAITNN U JeMapkaiuu rpanul] Pecryonukn Kazaxcran
u Poccuiickoit @enepannu.

Kniouesvle cnosa: oenumumayus epamuyvl, 0emapkayus epaHuybl, meppumopudaibHoe
pasepanuyeHue 20cyoapcme, Npasoeou Cmamyc, puouieckoe ogpopmieHue epaHuybl,
NOZPAHUYHBIU PENCUM, MEPPUMOPUATbHAS YETOCHHOCHb.

Introduction modern world politics and law. The

The activity of States in the field of presence of the state territory and the state
delimitation and demarcation of State border still remains one of the main signs
borders is one of the topical issues of of the sovereignty of the state.
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The topic of border issues is complex
and includes many different aspects.
Sometimes they may relate to disputes
concerning territorial sovereignty, and
may also relate to the delimitation of
territorial  seas, continental shelves
and exclusive economic zones. Border
regions are often located in remote areas,
far from their capitals, and benefit from
trade with the other side of the border.
Managing cross-border flows of people,
goods, services, capital and information,;
and how to economically and socially
support these local regions or isolated
i1slands near the borders can be considered
within the framework of border
issues.

Research methods

When studying the existing practice of
Russian-Kazakh cross-border cooperation,
an institutional approach, historical,
comparative methods and a method of
descriptive-inductive analysis of formal
legal institutions were used.

The study of the current state of cross-
border cooperation institutions and the
development of specific recommendations
for their improvement were carried
out with an emphasis on an integrated
approach.

Results

The issue of borders is of great
importance for every State. The range
of interests of States is concentrated on
the borders, many of which are vital and
form the basis of the national security of
each of them. The establishment of fair
and strong State borders and their proper
registration are an important factor in
ensuring international security and the
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development of friendly relations between
States. The clarity of the definition of the
state border in the treaty of neighboring
States and its establishment on the ground
contributes to the implementation in
practice of such fundamental principles of
modern international law as the territorial
integrity of States and the inviolability of
State borders.

The preservation and consolidation of
international peace and security, in turn,
largely depends on the observance of these
principles, since territorial disputes, claims
of one State to the territory of another very
often led to conflicts, armed clashes and
wars between them.

If there are indeed grounds for territorial
claims, then any change in the ownership of
the state territory is possible only by peaceful
means, on the basis of an agreement of
the States concerned. On the basis of such
an agreement, new State borders can be
established and legally formalized.

The delimitation and demarcation
of borders acquired special political
significance during the period of the
termination of the existence of the unified
socialist camp and its main political actor
- the Soviet Union. As for the borders of
Kazakhstan with the Russian Federation, if
we proceed from modern political realities,
they should be recognized as external
borders, although in Soviet times they were
of an administrative and territorial nature.

Of all the Central Asian republics, only
Kazakhstan had a common border with
Russia with a length of more than 7.5
thousand km — the longest land border in
the world; difficult work was to be done on
its international legal registration. Taking
into account the fact that the collapse of
the USSR led the former Union republics
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to the need to resolve the territorial issue,
Kazakhstan actively joined the negotiation
process on the registration of the border.

The  development  Strategy  of
Kazakhstan until 2030 set a political
task — to ensure the national security
of the Republic of Kazakhstan [1]. The
realization of this task meant a guarantee of
the State's sovereignty, territorial integrity
and inviolability of borders.

The  Alma-Ata  Declaration  of
December 21, 1991 [2], the Declaration
on Compliance with the Principles of
Cooperation within the Framework of the
Commonwealth of Independent States of
February 14, 1992 [3], the Declaration
on Respect for Sovereignty, Territorial
Integrity and Inviolability of the Borders of
the member States of the Commonwealth
of Independent States of April 15, 1994
[4], various bilateral treaties, legislative
acts of the Supreme Soviets of the Union
and Republican level became general
legal documents that consolidated
the principles of recognition of the
administrative-territorial delimitation of
the former USSR. In accordance with
these documents, the Parties recognized
the administrative-territorial delimitation
of the Union republics as the basis for
border negotiations.

A common characteristic feature of
the administrative borders between the
former Soviet republics was that the actual
established border line in some sections did
not comply with the provisions of existing
legal acts. In such cases, the parties made
mutually acceptable decisions taking into
account national and economic interests,
making a parity division and exchange of
areas.

The border line is described in detail
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in the contract and mapped. This stage is
called delimitation. After that, the border
1s determined on the ground, border signs
are installed, appropriate documents are
drawn up. This is the stage of border
demarcation. The practice of States is also
known as redemarkation, which means
the restoration or renewal of a previously
established border.

The Kazakh side carried out work
on the delimitation of the state border
in accordance with the Decree of the
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan
dated September 1, 1999 No. 1283 "On the
Government Commission of the Republic
of Kazakhstan on the delimitation of the
State Border of the Republic of Kazakhstan
with the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian
Federation, Turkmenistan and the Republic
of Uzbekistan" [5].

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs formed
relevant Government delegations from the
Commission, including representatives
of interested ministries and departments,
regional, district and aul akimats, experts
from various institutions were involved
as experts, working groups were formed
from among surveyors, cartographers,
land surveyors, hydrologists.

Negotiations on the delimitation of the
Kazakh-Russian state border continued
from September 1999 to January 2005.

On January 18, 2005 in Moscow during
the official visit of the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan N.Nazarbayev to
the Russian Federation, the heads of state
signed an agreement between the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation
on the Kazakh-Russian state border [6].

By signing the Agreement on the
Kazakh-Russian State Border, Kazakhstan
has completed the legal registration of its

31



land border along the entire perimeter. The
Agreement entered into force on January
12, 2006.

The Joint Commission on the
demarcation, marking on the ground of the
line of passage, the Kazakh-Russian state
border began its work in July 2007.

In May 2009, the parties started
installing border signs on the border
between the Republic of Kazakhstan and
the Russian Federation.

Treaties on border issues are particularly
stable. Other agreements may terminate
due to the expiration of the term for which
they were concluded, the occurrence of
a cancellation condition, the outbreak of
war, the termination of the existence of
the subject of the contract, denunciation,
cancellation of the contract, its novation
and cancellation. The effect of the border
agreements cannot be terminated in this
way. Border agreements do not contain
provisions on denunciation and, therefore,
cannot be denounced, they usually do not
specify the validity period.

Even the outbreak of war between
neighboring States does not terminate the
agreement on the border between them.
Border agreements cannot be cancelled
unilaterally (annulled), any action to
change the position of the border (novation
ofthe border agreement) is possible only by
mutual agreement of the parties. The clause
"rebus sic stantibus" — on a fundamental
change in circumstances (clause 2 of
art. 62 of the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties of 1969), the boundaries
established by the treaty and their regime
are not affected by succession, and each
successor State is obliged to comply with
these treaties, etc.[7].

Such stability of border treaties
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contributes to the implementation of the
principles of inviolability of State borders
and territorial integrity of States that have
received universal recognition, enshrined
in a number of fundamental international
legal documents (for example, Article
2 of the UN Charter, the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Cooperation
between States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations of October
24, 1970, the Final Act of the Conference
on Security and Cooperation in Europe of
August 1, 1975) [8].

The position of the Republic of
Kazakhstan regarding borders is disclosed
in detail in the Law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan dated January 16, 2013 No.
70-V On the State Border of the Republic
of Kazakhstan [9].

The norms of the Law comply with
international law, in particular, they
confirm the principle of inviolability of
borders. Border registration "is carried
out on the basis of universal principles
of international law." In accordance with
international law, the issue of the border
with the newly independent states formed
on the territory of the USSR is being
resolved. It "coincides with the former
borders of the administrative-territorial
division of the USSR" [10].

It should be noted that in order to
determine the procedure for establishing
and changing the passage of the state
border and its designation, the procedure
for establishing and maintaining the
regime of the state border of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, the border regime and
the regime at checkpoints across the
State border, regulating relations in the
field of protection of the state border of

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 4 (84)/2021




the Republic of Kazakhstan, on January
13, 1993, the Law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan No. 1872-XII On the State
Border of the Republic of Kazakhstan
was adopted (expired by the Law of the
Republic of Kazakhstan dated January 16,
2013 No. 70-V.). The law worked until the
adoption of the current Law on the State
Border of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

In order to ensure the border regime in
the Republic of Kazakhstan, a border strip
with a width of up to 5 km is established, in
which the border troops have special rights.
To resolve issues related to the maintenance
of the border regime, for the timely
settlement of border incidents, the Concept
of the Border Policy of the Republic of
Kazakhstan was developed [11].

The need to develop the Concept of
the Border Policy of the Republic of
Kazakhstan is due to the implementation
of the international agreements reached
in the field of the coordinated border
policy of the member states of the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS) and the implementation of the
National Security Strategy of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, which defines a system
of fundamental views on the purpose,
basic principles, tasks and directions
of implementation of the border policy
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, as well
as the basis of interaction of the state
exercising its powers through legislative
bodies, executive and judicial branches of
government (including central and local
executive bodies), public organizations
and citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan
in its implementation.

The document defines the basic
principles of border policy. Thus, border
policy is carried out on the basis of the
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following principles: respect for the
rights and freedoms of citizens; sovereign
equality and territorial integrity of states,
inviolability of state borders; peaceful
resolution of border issues; compliance
with international obligations of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, legality in the
implementation of border activities;
priority of national interests of the Republic
of Kazakhstan in building interstate
border cooperation; unity of goals and
objectives of border policy and sequence
of actions for their implementation;
adequacy of measures aimed at countering
threats to national security in the border
area; comprehensive cooperation in the
protection and protection of the State
Border.

The implementation of the set principles
and approaches involves the following
stages: 1st stage 2021 - 2025; 2nd stage
2026 - 2030. The Document notes that
one of the directions of the border policy
of the Republic of Kazakhstan is the
implementation of the international legal
registration of the State Border with
neighboring states, the delimitation of
the maritime space of the Caspian Sea
and ensuring the functioning of sections
of the State Border, in respect of which
such registration has not been completed,
in accordance with generally recognized
principles and norms of international law.

With regard to the Caspian theme, this
direction provides for the conclusion of
international treaties on the delimitation
of maritime space in the Caspian Sea.
At the same time, the basis of activity
on the delimitation of the Caspian Sea
maritime space for the Kazakh leadership
i1s: the priority of ensuring national
interests; compliance with the principles
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of sovereign equality and territorial
integrity of neighboring states, as well as
the prevention of any territorial claims;
peaceful completion of the process of
international legal registration of the State
Border and delimitation of the Caspian
Sea maritime space.

The international legal status of the
Caspian Sea was determined by the treaties
of 1921 and 1940 between the USSR and
Iran, and maritime borders were established
only between these states. Later, an
agreement was signed between the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation
on the Delimitation of the Bottom of the
northern part of the Caspian Sea in order
to exercise sovereign rights to subsoil use
(Moscow, July 6, 1998) and an Agreement
between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the
Republic of Azerbaijan on the Delimitation
of the Bottom of the Caspian Sea (Moscow,
November 29, 2001). These steps have
created prerequisites for the adoption of a
single act to determine the legal status of
the Caspian Sea and the delimitation of
the continental shelf of all Caspian littoral
States.

After many years of negotiations
(22 years), geopolitical battles and
confrontations, finally, on August 12,
2018, the Caspian states managed to fully
agree on all the provisions regarding the
new legal status of the Caspian Sea. The
key event was the signing by the heads of
Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and
Turkmenistan of the Convention on the
Legal Status of the Caspian Sea [12]. The
Convention defines and regulates the rights
and obligations of the Parties with respect
to the use of the Caspian Sea, including its
waters, bottom, subsoil, natural resources
and airspace above the sea.
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In this convention, the Caspian littoral
States have developed a new charter for
the Caspian Sea in 24 articles and agreed
on a wide range of relationships regarding
the situation on the Caspian Sea, in this
case concerning the delimitation, the
legal status of this water body, navigation,
environmental protection, problems of
ensuring the safety of the entire sea, the
region [13].

The second article is devoted to the issue
of establishing sovereignty in the Caspian
Sea. The article states that "in accordance
with this Convention, the Parties exercise
sovereignty, sovereign and exclusive
rights, as well as exercise jurisdiction in
the Caspian Sea." In addition, paragraph
2 of this article "defines and regulates
the rights and obligations of the Parties
with respect to the use of the Caspian
Sea, including its waters, bottom, subsoil,
natural resources and airspace above the
sea."

The external border of territorial
waters is the State border. According to
paragraph Z of article 7 of the Convention,
the delimitation of internal and territorial
waters between States with adjacent coasts
is carried out by agreement between them,
taking into account the principles and
norms of international law.

The parties agreed under Article 8
that the delimitation of the seabed and
subsoil of the Caspian Sea into sectors is
carried out by agreement of neighboring
and opposing states, taking into account
generally recognized principles and norms
of international law in order to exercise
their sovereign rights to subsoil use and
other legitimate economic activities related
to the development of the resources of the
seabed and subsoil (paragraph 1) [14].
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Conclusion

At the present stage of globalization,
borders still remain one of the foundations
of the inviolability of the territory. Thus,
Kazakhstan, whose independence was
previously recognized by all world
states, has completed the process of legal
registration of its state border, presenting
the legal argument of its territorial integrity
to the world. The Kazakh-Russian section
of the state border is fully decorated in
international law. At the same time, it
is one of the difficult areas that require
reliable support and protection.

Summing up, it should be noted that
the completion of the contractual process
of securing the state border is evidence of
the consistent and conflict-free completion

of the process of international legal
registration of borders based on respect
for the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of States and the inviolability of existing
borders. Treaties on border issues are
particularly stable. From the point of view
of the settlement of territorial and border
issues between the Republic of Kazakhstan
and the Russian Federation, we can talk
about achieving stability across the entire
spectrum of bilateral relations.
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Abstract. The article explores the current state and future scenario of the Chinese
railway lines routes through Central Asia and Afghanistan taking into account the Taliban
regime. Since ancient times, Central Asia has been a crossroad of trade routes, which
in modern times largest geopolitical actors are trying to revive. The concept of the Silk
Road, which a few decades ago lived only on the pages of history textbooks, firmly settled
on the front pages of newspapers, in analytical reports and development strategies of
the states of Central Asia. However, times have changed, and the countries of Central
Asia are trying to work hard to get access to the seas. And the railways are of paramount
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railway extension to Pakistan and Iran through Afghanistan by negotiating with the Taliban
administration.
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OPTAJIBIK ABUSIIAFBI KbITAW TEMIP 'KOJIIAPBIHBIH TYHICYI
"KOHE OHBIH BOJIAILIAFBI

Camar Ypanbaes, Aquiaoex Epmexdaen

Anparna. Makanaga Tanuban pexxuMiH eckepe oThIpbi, OpTanbik A3us MeH AyFaHCTaH
apkpUibl KpITail Temip:kon »Kenuiepi MaplIpyTTapblHBIH Ka3ipri »argaibl MeH OoJallak
CleHapuiil KapacTelpbUIFaH. Kazipri TaHmga oleMiK reocasiCl OWBIHIIBLIAD JKaHIAHABIPYFa
THIPBICHINT KaTkaH OpranblK A3Ms €Xelri FacelpiapAaH cayla >KOJJapbIHBIH TYHICKEH
opTanbiFel Oombim Kenemi. OChIIaH OHIIAKTHI KBIT OYPBHIH FaHA TAPUX OKYJIBIKTAPBHIHBIH
oerrepinae eMip cypreH XKiGek Kol TYKbIpbIMIaMachl Ta3eTTepAiH O1piHILI )KOJAKTapbIH/A,
TaJaMalbIK 3epTTeynepae kone OpTanblk A3us MEMIIEKETTEPiHIH JaMy CTpaTeTusiiapblHa
HBIK OPHBIKTBI. AJaiiia yakpIT e3repii xoHe OpTanblKk A3us enjepi TeHI3Aepre WbIFy YIIiH
Oap xymriH camyna. by mporecte Temip Jkomgap eTe MaHbI3ABL. Temip KO cayJachkl TEHI3re
mblFa anManTeiH OpTanblk A3us MEMJIEKETTepl YIUIH ©T€ MaHBI3/Ibl JKOHE ©3 Ke3eriHie
OJIap/IbIH apachlHAa KoOara MHBECTHUIINS caly Typaiibl beibkiHMeH Kemicco3aep YIiH )KOFaphl
Oocekenectik 0ap. ConbiMeH Kartap, KpiTaii MmeH O30excTtaHHblH TanubaH OKIMIILTITIMEH
KeJicce3nep KYprildy apKbiibl AyFancTaH apkbUibl [[okicTan meH Mpanra TeMip Kol y3apTy
MOCEJIECIH IIeNIyre MyMKIH/Ir oap.

Tyiiin ce30ep: Keimaii, Kvipeviscman, ©30excman, memip sconoap, Ayeancman, Opmanviy
Aszus, Tpancaghean 0anisi.

COIPSIKEHUE KUTANCKHUX 'KEJE3HBIX JJOPOT
B IIEHTPAJIBHOM A3UU 1 X BYIYIIEE

Camar Ypanobaes, Aquinoex Epmexdaen

AHHoTanusi. B crarbe uccinenyercss Tekyulee COCTOSIHME W OyAayliMil cueHapui
MapuIpyTOB KHUTAUCKUX KEJIE3HOAOPOXKHBIX JIMHUK uepe3 LleHTpanbHyo A3ui0 u
A¢ranucran ¢ ydyerom pexuma Tanu6oB. C npeBHux BpemeH lLleHTpanbHas Aszus
OblTa TIEPEKPECTKOM TOPTOBBIX MYTEH, KOTOPHIE B HAIIE BPEMs MBITAIOTCA BO3POIUTH
KpynHeimue reononutuyeckue cyobextbl. Konnenuus lllenkoBoro mytu, kotopas eie
HECKOJIBKO JICCATUICTUN Ha3aJ KHUJa TOJIbKO Ha CTPAHHUIAX YIYCOHUKOB UCTOPUH, MIPOIHO
0o00CHOBaJlach Ha MEPBBIX IOJOCAaX Ta3eT, B aHAJIUTUYECKUX OTYETaX M CTPATETUsX
pasButusi rocygapctB llenTpanpHoit A3mu. OgHako BpeMEHAa M3MEHUIUCH, M CTPaHBI
HenTpanpHoii A3uM mnpuiaraioT BC€ YCHUIHUs, YTOObI MOJYYUTh AOCTYyH K MopsiMm. U
KeJEe3HbIE JOPOTH MMEIOT MEePBOCTENEHHOE 3HAYEHHWE B 3TOM Iporecce. TOproBis Mo
YKEJIE3HBIM JOpOraM KU3HEHHO BaxkHa [ rocyaapcT LlenTpanbHoil A3um, HE UMEIOLIUX
BBIXOZIa K MOPIO, W, B CBOIO OY€pEe/ib, CPEIN HUX BHICOKA KOHKYPEHIIUS 32 TIEPETOBOPHI C
[lexunom 00 mHBecTunMAX B npoekT. Kpome toro, y Kutas u Y30ekucrana ecTp mIaHC
pemnTh BOMPOC O MPOJICHUH *Kejae3Hol noporu B [lakucran u Upan uepe3 Adranucran
yTeM MEPEroBOPOB C aAMUHHUCTpaLeil TannOoB.

Knrouesvie cnosa: Kumaii, Keipeviscman, Y30exucman, scenesnvie oopoeu, Agpeanucman,
Llenmpanvuas Asus, Tpancagheanckuii kopuoop.
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Introduction

The Central Asian region, once a part
of the transport infrastructure of the
Russian Empire and the USSR, has a
fairly developed network of railways,
which, nevertheless, is unevenly located.
If Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan have long communication
routes, then Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan are
almost not covered by this thick network.
The railway of Kyrgyzstan is only 424
km of scattered, unconnected lines in the
north and south of the country. The Tajik
railroad, also split in two parts, is only 680
km long. Once a single transport organism
was divided into "sovereign" railways,
which could not but affect their condition,
modernization of rolling stock, since all
this directly depended on the economic
situation in the owner countries, political
stability and the degree of remoteness
from large markets. For example, not a
kilometer of new railways have been built
in Kyrgyzstan since independence. In
Tajikistan, only two sections have been
launched: Kurgan-Tyube - Kulyab and
Vahdat - Yavan. At the same time, over the
past 30 years, Kazakhstan has increased
the length of its railway network by 2500
km, becoming one of the most important
transit land corridors on the Eurasian
continent. In 2014, Astana and Ashgabat
launched the eastern branch of the North-
South corridor, connecting their rail
network with Iran. Uzbekistan also laid
two and a half thousand kilometers of new
tracks [1].

The states of the region understand
the importance of the development of
railway transport, which is extremely
cost-effective. Each of the Central Asian
states has adopted transport development
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strategies that are linked to international

projects of trans-Eurasian transport
corridors, including those within the
EAEU, the SCO, the Chinese Belt

and Road project and the North-South
corridor. Nevertheless, the problems
of connectedness of communications,
coverage of territories, the degree of
coverage by the railway network, access
to the largest international markets remain
significant.

Inherited from the USSR, the main
railway network of the region had limited
capabilities, and practically did not meet
the requirements of the modern world. The
process of disintegration in the post-Soviet
space has aggravated the deplorable state
of the railway tracks, which had previously
been a dead-end branch of the All-Union
railway. Instability in Afghanistan and the
isolationism of the Turkmen authorities
have minimized the logistics potential of
the railway.

According to the World Bank briefing
“Transport Connectivity in Central Asia:
Challenges and Opportunities”, Central
Asia i1s one of the least “connected”
regions in the world. The connectivity
indicator in the region averages less than
60% in terms of transport access ratio in
relation to global GDP, which is the lowest
on this scale [2].

This 1s confirmed by the study of
the Uzbek Center for Development
Strategy, according to which “the states
of the region, not having direct access to
seaports, bear significant transport and
transit costs, which reach 70-80% of the
value of exported products” [3].

Due to lack of transport infrastructure
in the region, the states of CA region are
trying to bite its portion of investment,

39



Map 1. Major international rail routes in Central Asia, electronic resource from the Briefing
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which were or will be provided by China,
Russia and the US. All of the global actors
have their own interests in the CA region
to implement the projects with their own
investment. Withdrawing the troops of the
US, to some extent, means that the US is
not going to pour his money to the railway
connection in the CA region. Russia is
eager to engage in transport connection
development with the region but without
China and other regional actors’ activation.

However, Russia, invited to the project
by ex-President Sooronbay Jeenbekov,
once showed his agreement on the new lines
from China to Uzbekistan via Kyrgyzstan
while experts statethat Russia’s willingness
1s just to discourage the project, as it will
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decrease the importance of the railways of
Russia and Kazakhstan.

Overall, there is left only China with its
power, investment and the most important,
aspiration to connect East Asia with the
Middle East, Africa and Europe through
Central Asia. One of the closest and fastest
routes would be China-Kyrgyzstan-
Uzbekistan lines which would be
converted into the shortest BRI route and
have probability to extend to Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Iran.

Research methods

As for the research methodology,
the authors are based on the principles
developed by the school of political
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neorealism, the fundamental postulate of
which is the principle of inviolability of
national interests, as well as the theory of
economic interdependence.

Accordingly, the methods of scientific
analysis, synthesis, political forecasting
and modeling were applied in the study.
The problems considered in this paper
are analyzed in a temporal and dialectical
connection in which we use a systematic
approach that will allow us to approach
the above problems exclusively on the
basis of a balanced scientific analysis.
Based on these principles, in the article
we tried to use comparative-historical,
analytical and interdisciplinary research
methods that will allow us to consider the
political, economic and other aspects of
the policy of the Central Asian countries
in a complex.

Discussion

The People’s Republic of China is
the most dynamic, influential and most
important state forall players in the political
area of international relations of the 21st
century. The “fifth generation” of Chinese
leaders, led by Xi Jinping, is taking bold
steps in implementing global projects.
The project “One belt and one road”,
originating from the “Great Silk Road”,
connecting more than 60 countries, attracts
the attention of the whole world [4]. The
problems of the countries of the region,
as well as the issues of the geopolitical
and geo-economic influence of external
players on the processes taking place in
Central Asia are quite widely sanctified
in political science. In this paper, we will
try to consider the issues in the context
of recent processes in the region. The
issue of regionalization and integration

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW 4 (84)/2021

in the region is the subject of study by
Central Asian researchers. “However, the
basis of the discussion is the assumption
that a region is understood as a group of
countries connected by closer economic
ties than other countries of the world” [5].

The problem of the Central Asian
countries is that, possessing sufficient
resources, they remain in the rank of
backward states, and to a greater extent
this is due to the lack of direct access to the
sea. In order to enter the world markets,
the countries of the region need to act
through neighboring countries with access
to the sea. The construction of transport
corridors and the development of land
trade infrastructure would compensate for
isolation from the sea. The advantageous
geopolitical location between the "world
factory" China and the huge consumer
market represented by Europe, the
countries of the region have not yet fully
exploited this potential, primarily due to
the lack of necessary financial capabilities.

Russia, which traditionally considers
the region to be its sphere of influence, due
to its weak financial capacity, cannot fully
gainafootholdinthe marketofthe countries
of the region. According to experts, Russia
has been losing its position in the region
in almost all directions over the past 5-7
years. To a greater extent, this is due to the
imposition of sanctions against Moscow in
the light of its aggressive policy towards
Ukraine. The sanctions imposed against
Russia have severely undermined not only
its economic opportunities, but also caused
serious damage to Moscow's image in the
region. Practically, the countries of the
region, after the annexation of Crimea, are
gradually trying to get out from under the
influence of the Kremlin. This is not only
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connected with the political sphere, first
it is due to economic motivation. Since
a strong dependence on a country under
sanctions affects economic well-being.
During the period of independence, the
countries of the region have tried several
times to create a semblance of a regional
union, in political, economic, trade and
other spheres. Practically all of this has
not been implemented.

Although the ideas of the Central Asian
Union have existed for more than 20
years, many experts were skeptical about
the idea, justifying their opinion by saying
that integration in the region is not possible
without the participation of players from
outside. China and Russia were considered
external forces that could integrate the
region into a single economic space. Since
none of the countries in the region is able
to realize on its own, not only because of
the lack of economic opportunities, but
it is not necessary to discount internal
contradictions. Kazakhstan is traditionally
considered the flagship of the region, as
compared to other countries, Nur-Sultan
has a number of advantages, primarily
economic and image. The country, unlike
its main competitor Uzbekistan, is more
open to foreign investors, has established
relations with China and Russia, has no
territorial problems with its neighbors, and
the important fact is that it does not border
with countries where there is instability,
meaning Afghanistan.

The situation has begun to change
in recent years, the coming to power
of the pragmatic politician Mirziyoyev
contributed to this. The reforms carried
out were able to change the situation in
the region in favor of Uzbekistan. First,
the new authorities were able to establish
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relations with neighboring countries,
primarily with Tajikistan and the Kyrgyz
Republic, recall that the former leader
Islam Karimov once said that future wars
in the region could occur because of water
resources [4]. Karimov's statement at that
time was addressed not only to Bishkek
but also to Dushanbe.

Tashkent's strained relations with its
neighbors created additional obstacles
to Uzbekistan's transformation into a
regional leader. Mirziyoyev's rise to
power marked the beginning of a new
era in Uzbekistan's foreign policy.
The establishment of relations with
neighboring states was supposed to
promote closer integration of the Uzbek
economy into the world. The program
of internal modernization of Uzbekistan
adopted by the new authorities of the
country, understands the minimization of
state control over business, the creation
of a favorable environment for foreign
investment, and the eclimination of
bureaucratic barriers, which, according
to the authorities, should stimulate the
economic development of the country.
In addition to the above points, there is
also a program of modernization of the
village and remote settlements, and the
start of this improvement program was
started from the village of Manas on the
border with Kyrgyzstan. The choice did
not fall by chance, it was a kind of signal
for Bishkek, demonstrating a change in
Tashkent's foreign policy priorities. The
problems that existed under the previous
president, this rolling power outage has
not been repeated recently.

After Mirziyoyev came to power,
it should be noted that the number
of negative incidents on the border
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between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
has sharply decreased, and contacts
between government commissions on
the demarcation of the state border of
Uzbekistan with neighboring states have
intensified in the Ferghana Valley region.

With the arrival of Mirziyoyev,
Uzbekistan began to play an important
role in infrastructure projects in Central
Asia. Official Tashkent aims to overtake
its main competitor in the region by
expanding the network of highways that
will bypass Kazakhstan. If earlier the
prospects of Uzbekistan looked vague in
the context of instability in Afghanistan,
then recent changes in this country open
up new prospects.

Uzbekistan, unlike Tajikistan, expressed
readiness to cooperate with the new
Afghan authorities, and did not even raise
the issue of the Taliban's commitments to
an inclusive government. Although one
of the first high-profile decisions of the
Taliban government was the abolition of
the status of the Uzbek language as the
state language.

Taking into account the current situation
in the region and the Taliban administration
in Kabul, China and Uzbekistan are
possessing some positive chances to
negotiate with Talibans. Official Beijing
has national interests of great importance
in Afghanistan [5]. China’s close-tie
cooperation with Pakistan would be an
advantageous step to establish exclusively
economic relations with Kabul under the
Talibans.

Uzbekistan, as one of the main players
in the region, replaces Tajikistan’s
position along the railway routes through
Afghanistan as Dushanbe and the Talibs’
relations are tense.
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Competitive psychology gives rise to
such unrealistic projects as, for example,
the connection of the territories of
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, bypassing
Uzbekistan through Afghanistan. The
idea was about to be realized during
the hard relations of Uzbekistan with
Tajikistan. Most revealingly, at first
glance, unifying projects have generated
a number of conflicts between the
countries of the region. So, having begun
as the product of a series of blockades of
Tajikistan by Uzbekistan, a detour through
Turkmenistan after the establishment of
relations between Dushanbe and Tashkent
with Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s administration
and, accordingly, the suspension of the
project by the Tajik side, eventually led
to the blocking of transport links with
Tajikistan by Turkmenistan.

Regarding the route from China to
Uzbekistan through the territory of
Kyrgyzstan, not only disagreements arose
over the gauge, but also disputes about the
places of the route. It is critically important
for Kyrgyzstan to connect the northern and
southern regions of the country by rail,
while Beijing and Tashkent are looking
for the shortest route to the Middle East.
Thus, each of the states in the region is
striving to seize from its rivals the status
of the main transport hub in Central Asia,
which so far belongs to Kazakhstan.

For Kyrgyzstan, the implementation of
the project to connect the railway with the
Uzbek railway branch is also a priority, as
this will avoid dependence on Kazakhstan
and diversify its export opportunities.

Thus, the expansion of transport
highways in Central Asia within the
framework of the BRI project contributes
to the transformation of Uzbekistan
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into a major player in Central Asia, and
the prospects of Nur-Sultan are not so
convincing in light of the high dependence
of Kazakhstan's economy on Russia
suffering from sanctions.

Results
Given that Uzbekistan is the region's
most populous country, strategically

located between the remaining four states,
efforts to build intra-regional links made
little sense without its participation is
something that Tashkent's isolationist
policy made difficult [6].

During a visit to the Surkhandarya
region, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev said
that the Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar
railway would become one of the largest
projects in the history of Uzbekistan [7].
According to him, the World Bank has
already agreed to allocate $35 million
for design work. “I call this the project
of the century,” the president said and
added that Russia would soon join in its
implementation. The head of state noted
that for Uzbekistan one of the most
important tasks has always been access to
seaports, despite the borders being closed
for many years.

Ifthe projectis realized, transportation
of one Uzbek container through Iran or
Pakistan will become 3-4 times cheaper,
the time will be reduced 4-5 times. When
the road becomes short and cheap, stable
economic development will be ensured,
this will benefit entrepreneurs. They
will not go to Tashkent, on the contrary,
Tashkent residents will come here so
that the Afghan people would buy Uzbek
products not through intermediaries, but
first-hand.

In early February 2021, Uzbekistan,
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Afghanistan and Pakistan signed in
Tashkent a roadmap for the construction
of the Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar
railway. The project was planned to be
prepared in May, and to begin construction
of the road in September this year,
however the situation in Afghanistan is a
barrier to realize it.

The railway project is estimated at $5
billion. It involves the construction of a
highway with a length of 573 km and a
transit potential of up to 20 million tons
of cargo per year. The new transport
corridor should connect the European
Union, Russia, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India and further the states of
Southeast Asia.

The frequent visits of the head of
Uzbekistan to the countries of Central Asia
have demonstrated Uzbekistan's readiness
to conduct a more open policy towards
the countries of the region, the way out
of the self-isolation of the potential leader
of the region is fundamentally beginning
to change the situation in the region.
Uzbekistan is a country with huge human
and economic potential and, unlike its
main competitor, has a common border
with all countries in the region.

Positive shifts in foreign policy are
also planned in Kazakhstan. In light of
the successful transit of power in the
country, qualitative changes have taken
place, although foreign policy priorities
have not changed much since Tokayev
came to power, qualitative shifts are
noticeable in foreign policy, in particular,
ties with the countries of the region have
intensified, and within the framework of
the Turkic Council. The pragmatic policy
pursued by the two states contributes
to the improvement of the political and
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economic situation between not only
Tashkent and Nur-Sultan, but it also has
a positive impact on the situation in the
region.

The Belt and Road Initiative gives a new
impetus to the structural modernization
of the transport infrastructure of the
countries of the region and contributes to
its closer integration within the region.
The countries of the region also intend
to eliminate existing internal barriers.
However, despite the efforts of the
countries of the region, such problems
as poor quality of infrastructure, limited
digital communication and bureaucratic
obstacles remain unresolved. The
development of the railway network will
allow the countries of the region to get
out of the state of "isolation" and develop
new markets in South Asia and the Middle
East.

Conclusion

Summing up this work, I would like to
note the following that the Central Asian
region, despite its isolation from the
world ocean, is integrating into the system
of world trade and communication.
The complex processes associated with
the unstable geopolitical situation in
Afghanistan, with the arrival of the new
Taliban administration, inspires hope
for positive changes. The strengthening
of Beijing's official positions in the
region causes some concerns among

the population of the countries of the
region, where anti-Chinese sentiments
are traditionally strong. The situation is
also aggravated by the active propaganda
about the facts of the “genocide” of
the Muslim population in Xinjiang.
Today we clearly understand that apart
from the PRC, almost no country has
sufficient investment potential. The
countries of the region are actively using
the BRI initiative to develop internal
communications, as well as a way to
enter foreign markets. Practically, the
strengthening of the PRC's position in
the region has re-actualized the issue of
leadership in the region. Kazakhstan,
traditionally considered the cornerstone
of Central Asia, received Uzbekistan as a
competitor. The intensification of Uzbek
foreign policy in the region and the
ongoing reforms of the new leadership of
the country contribute to the formation of
a new geopolitical situation in the region.

Through the Central Asian region,
China has the opportunity to enter the
oil and gas market of the countries of the
South Caucasus, and at the same time
gets the opportunity to directly access the
hydrocarbon-rich countries ofthe Middle
East, excluding Russia from the struggle,
and given the fact that the Americans
have left Afghanistan, the region
practically remains under the influence
of the PRC.
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Introduction

In 2019, the media began to write
about environmental issues much more
frequently. The Guardian released an
environmental manifesto. International
environmental projects and NGOs are
being recognised at the highest level, and
the movement itself has a bright public
face. These triggers suggest that more
activists and environmentalists will look
deeper into the issue and put pressure on
the financial institutions and governments
that support fossil fuel extraction.

The internet and social media have
given a new impetus to the global trend
towards environmental activism. However,
the possibilities of digital forms of
environmental participation are ambiguous.
On the one hand, there is a paradigm shift
in the interaction of actors, in which they
become not only consumers of information,
but also its active producers; accordingly,
channels for civil society to influence
decision-making processes are expanding.
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On the other hand, digital practices alienate
users from real action.

The purpose of this study is to
identify the most relevant trends in the
environmental movement globally and in
Kazakhstan, and the barriers and obstacles
faced by environmental movements and
activists in Kazakhstan.

Research methods

This article is mainly based on
descriptive and comparative research
methods.

As part of this study, an expert survey
was also conducted, in a semi-structured
interview format, with the participation
of 8 environmentalists, eco-activists, eco-
bloggers, representatives of state structures
and non-governmental organisations. The
expert survey made it possible to identify
the current state of development of eco-
activism, the main problems and possible
ways of solving them.
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Global trends in environmental
activism
Recognition of environmental
challenges

In 2015, the UN member states adopted
17 goals for the period up to 2030 - the
sustainable development of the future.
The goals aim to optimise the allocation of
scarceresources, introduce environmentally
friendly technologies into production, and
create better living conditions for future
generations. They are considered to be key
indicators of a green economy. These goals
will have to be achieved by the member
states of the United Nations through their
own strategies[1]. Of the 17 goals, 7 are
directly related to environmental protection
and conservation, while 10 are indirectly
related (Table 1):

Table 1. UN Sustainable
Development Goals

Eradicate hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

Ensuring availability and efficient use of water resources
and sanitation for all

Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and
modern energy for all

Ensuring sustainable consumption and production
patterns

Taking urgent action to combat climate change and its
effects

Conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems,  sustainably =~ manage  forests, = combat
desertification, halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss

Environmental activism as a value

According to the 2019 European
Barometer study, in Europe, more than
nine out of ten respondents (94%) say that
environmental protection is important to
them personally, and among them, more
than half (56%) believe it is extremely
important[2].
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Climate communications researchers
at George Mason University in the US
say data from a long-running survey
of US adults, conducted almost every
year since 2008, shows that audiences
are becoming increasingly receptive
to eco-activist messages: "Adults are
becoming increasingly concerned about
environmental issues, and this has been
the case since 2015."

A 2016 survey of 1,860 people in the
UK found that 61% were willing to pay up
to £20 a month to prevent climate change-
related deaths in 2050, 2080 and 2115[3].

Participants in a 2017 study in Portugal
and Australia were willing to spend as
much money on preventing the negative
impacts of climate change on future
generations as they were on protecting
themselves[4].

Experts also note that for many, fighting
climate change has become a global justice
issue - an approach that is more rational
than a purely environmentalist message.

The growing role of environmental

NGOs

Environment and animal welfare
groups are among the fastest growing
sectors of the non-profit world, increasing
by 15% from 2005 to 2015 - during the
same period there was a decline in the
number of arts and health non-profit
organisations. In the US alone, there are
around 15,000 registered environment and
animal welfare non-profits[5].

At the same time as the number of
environmental NGOs and activists
i1s increasing, they are taking on a
more assertive position as political
actors 1n international organisations.
The UN explicitly recognised the
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need for cooperation with NGOs at
the Conference on the Environment
(1992): "The United Nations system,
including international financial and
development agencies, as well as all
intergovernmental organisations and
forums, should, in cooperation with non-
governmental organisations, take steps
to ... strengthen existing mechanisms
and procedures for involving non-
governmental organisations in policy-
making and environmental programme
design, implementation and evaluation.

NGOs can also be formally represented
in negotiations at semi-public international
conferences. Forexample, the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
includes 669 NGOs as well as states and
governments. Environmental NGOs can
now also be members of international
commissions (e.g. the International
Commission for the Scientific Exploration
of the Mediterranean Sea)[6].

Non-governmental organisations
around the world have helped to promote
ecological values by raising awareness
of environmental issues. Their methods
include both direct lobbying and specially
designed public information campaigns,
the distribution of educational materials,
and social media campaigns. NGOs
also organise citizen science groups and
projects to engage the public in the fight
against environmental change[7].

The new faces of global environmental
activism

For many years, the main recognisable
public environmentalists have been
foreign stars who have drawn attention
to pollution, climate change, etc. For
example, actor Leonardo DiCaprio and
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his Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation
(LDF). The foundation funds research
and development in the field of renewable
energy. It actively supports the distribution
of green technology to private companies
and non-profit organisations. The actor
himself is on the board of directors of the
World Wildlife Fund (WWF).

Today, however, we can say that global
youth environmental activism has become
personified in the image of environmental
leader Greta Thunberg.

Sociologists at the University of
Maryland in the US who study activism
note that the latest generation of eco-
activists is much "louder" and better
coordinated than its predecessors. The
movement's visibility on social media
and in the press has attracted more young
people to the environmental movement. In
addition, sociologists note a generational
feature of the high level of involvement:
"There is no generation that puts so much
at stake when it comes to the negative
effects of climate change as Generation Z.
Their future is tied to the planet, and they
are capable of protecting it.[§]"

Greta Thiinberg's speeches have inspired
many young people all over the world
and brought environmental issues to the
attention of politicians, businessmen and
the public.

A new way of life

In recent years, the 'ecological approach'’
to life has been gaining popularity as a
response to the negative effects of the
technological revolution and pollution
problems.

Ecological approach to life, calls for
living in harmony with nature and fostering
an ecological mindset to solve specific
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environmental problems. Ecologisation
of consciousness, means ecologisation of
the needs, motives of behaviour and the
behaviour of the modern man himself.

Eco-lifestyles include living a healthy
lifestyle, using natural materials and raw
materials, sorting and recycling waste,
supporting eco-friendly brands, boycotting
companies that do not go green and other
such activities.

Digital environmental activism

Moderninformationtechnology offersthe
public fundamentally new possibilities for
civic expression and collective mobilisation
by creating decentralised, networked
structures without visible organisational
hierarchy. Internet activism is generally
characterised by anonymity, heterogeneity,
dynamism and freedom, and is more
scalable and adaptable. New technologies
have also become an innovative source of
citizens' self-development, mastering the
skills of environmental monitoring and
self-reflection in relation to the information
received, increasing  environmental
knowledge and awareness; and the
networking of digital activists is a source
of various offline resources, facilitating
collective civic action. The main forms are:

Clicktivism (from the word 'click’),
clicktivist actions include signing online
petitions, copying and using statuses
or messages from social media, and
changing personal details or avatars on
social media to express a particular civic
position. Clicktivism is mainly engaged
in individual groups on social media to
accumulate civic engagement.

Digital petitions are seen as a form of
activity that requires a guaranteed response
from the government.
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E-financing includes online cash
transactions: donations, cryptocurrency
mining, online fundraising auctions,
etc.

‘Data activism’ is the organisation
of voluntary work with different types
of data (open governmental and non-
governmental sources, scientific data,
etc.).

‘Hacktivism’ is hacking (obtaining
data without official access to a system)
to achieve individual or collective social,
environmental or political goals. The
potential impact of this kind of digital
activismis large and can affect government,
citizens and industry.

Kazakhstan trends

In Kazakhstan, eco-activism is on
the rise. Today, public attention to
environmental issues is more than justified
and will only increase under the influence
of the global trend of environmental
protection. Climate change, desertification
of land, air and water pollution, loss of
biodiversity, unauthorised landfills, and
industrial waste disposal are only some of
the main environmental problems on the
global agenda.

Kazakhstan faces the same
environmental challenges as the rest of
the world. However, there is a difference
in the way and speed with which they
are solved and in the development of
the environmental sphere as a whole.
Against the background of all these
problems, society is asking questions
and demanding solutions, hence the
predictably increasing environmental
activism. This is the expected and right
reaction of society.
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Transformation of eco-movements in
Kazakhstan

In general, the situation with
environmental activism can be assessed
as rapidly developing; as it develops,
it will transform and form into an
institution of interaction between society
and the authorities. All the more so since
environmental problems cannot be solved
with government involvement alone.
Active action is required from the civil

sector, NGOs, businesses, concerned
citizens and volunteers.
The environmental movement in

Kazakhstan dates back to Soviet times.
Suffice it to recall the anti-nuclear
movement Nevada-Semipalatinsk,
founded by writer Olzhas Suleimenov
in 1989. The initiative proved successful
- the nuclear test site was soon closed,
and the process of conserving the nuclear
reactor in Mangistau began. Then the
public turned its attention to the tragedy of
the Aral Sea.

In the 1990s and 2000s, several eco-
NGOs emerged and became quite active
in politics. Mels Yeleusizov, Chairman
of the Ecological Union of Associations
and Enterprises of Kazakhstan "Tabigat",
MP and presidential candidate, stood out
against the general background.

Today, thanks to the global agenda
and social media, there are an increasing
number of environmental movements in
Kazakhstan, volunteers and eco-activists
who are actively working and encouraging
people to join their initiatives.

Digital eco-activism and new faces

On the expanses of Facebook,
Instagram and YouTube, under various
hashtags reflecting environmental
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issues  (#ecologykazakhstan,  #birge,
#tazaqazaqstan, #sokhranimkokzhailau,
etc.), one can find a noticeable number of
popular pages of ecological organisations
and movements. Particularly active
and productive initiatives have their
own popular faces. Among them are
Yevgeny  Mukhamedjanov,  founder
of the FEcoNetwork project; Pakizat
Saylaubekova, an environmental activist
and founder of the Recycle Birge project;
Mikhail Belyakov; Daniyar Bakimov;
Timur Yeleusizov, Chairman of the Eco
Fund Tabigat; Kirill Osin, Director of
the Eco Mangistau NGO; and others.
Kazakhstani bloggers also raise the
topic of environmental problems in their
broadcasts.

The effectiveness of Kazakh eco-
activism could be observed in the
examples of cancellation of construction
of the resort at Kok-Zhailau, revision of
development of Bozzhyr tract, illegal
felling of trees and development in the
cities of the country. Meanwhile, eco-
activists periodically assemble various
marathons, rallies, monitorings, seminars,
eco-subbotniks and other events in support
of ecology in the country.

Atmospheric air quality and low levels
of solid waste recycling are high on the
environmental agenda of Kazakhstan's
eco-activists.

For example, according to the Pollution
Index Rankings for 2020, Kazakhstan is
the 26th dirtiest country in the world out
of 110 (our country's pollution index is
75.15)[9].

In Kazakhstan, the Environmental
Ministry plans to recycle 40% of waste
by 2030 and 50% by 2050. According
to the Ministry of Energy, 3.2m tonnes
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of solid waste accumulated in August
2019, in addition to unregistered landfills,
which no one keeps track of. Every year,
5-6m tonnes more solid waste is added.
Kazakhstan recycled 9% of MSW in 2017
and increased its recycling rate to 11.5 in
2018.

Kazakhstan has 130 waste sorting and
recycling organisations, several of which
subsequently produce new products
from recycled materials. Raw materials
suitable for recycling account for 46%,
but the problems faced by both recycling
companies and recyclers cannot be solved
without help from the state.

State environmental initiatives

State environmental initiatives in
the country are also intensifying, as are
the activities of green companies and
NGOs. The Ministry of Ecology, Geology
and Natural Resources of Kazakhstan,
the International Centre for Green
Technologies and Investment Projects,
and the Association of Environmental
Organisations of Kazakhstan (AEOC)
have been established. A radical reform of
environmental legislation is taking place.

Kazakhstan ~ has  always  been
progressively pro-environmental policy;
it has signed a number of important
conventions, international treaties, joined
the Kyoto Protocol, the Sustainable
Development Goals, developed the
concept of transition to a green economy,
and established a Council under the
President for the transition of Kazakhstan
to a green economy.

The adoption of a new Environmental
Code and the approval of roadmaps for each
region are also considered to be effective
instruments for tackling environmental
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issues. Above all, the "polluter pays and
corrects" principle is implemented through
the code. This means both increasing the
fines for polluters many times over and
for them to take the necessary measures to
repair the damage caused. In addition, the
National Project "Zhasyl-Kazakhstan for
2021-2025" is being developed.

As part of the Year of the Volunteer,
the first national eco-meeting was held
in February 2020, attended by activists,
volunteers, representatives of government
agencies and international organisations
from all regions of the country. A roadmap
was developed at the rally, which included
the environmental initiatives of activists
and volunteers in Kazakhstan, confirming
the support of the eco-activist movement
at the state level in Kazakhstan.

In the opinion of the representatives
of Kazakhstani eco-activism themselves,
what is more important in this matter is the
position taken by the people themselves.
We are talking about ecological
consciousness.

The trend towards environmental
consciousness

Among the main trends in supporting
ecology,  ecological  consciousness,
ecological behaviour or reducing the
ecological footprint in the environment
are highlighted. Recently, more and more
people in Kazakhstan are abandoning
plastic, unhealthy food and harmful
household chemicals, and are switching
to sensible consumption. Increasingly,
people are shifting to a more comfortable
environment for the planet.

Meanwhile, many people are no longer
choosing the position of a bystander. They
come up with their own projects and solve
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environmental problems at their own
level. This is how the website Airkaz.
org appeared, showing measurements
and key indicators of air pollution. Or the
EcoNetwork project, which independently
implements Green Office and Green
School projects. In 2020, the Tazastan
project was launched on The Village.kz,
reflecting current topics on human impact
on pollution.

An important trend is also the greening
of public events and the eco-friendly
orientation of the event sector[10].

The trend towards a scientific
component of eco-activism

The development of eco-activism also
implies the development of a scientific
component, qualified expert support,
explanation and mainstreaming of
environmental issues. This is also a good
factor to prevent eco-activism from turning
into a hype or groundless couch activism.
Today in Kazakhstan there is a tendency to
increase expert assessment of the situation,
and new names in science and applied
scientific research are appearing.

Problems and prospects for the
development of eco-activism in
Kazakhstan

Experts' assessment of the current
situation in the field of environmental
activism in Kazakhstan.

Along with the global trend, the
environmental movement in Kazakhstan
1s gaining momentum every year. Experts
note that eco-activism in Kazakhstan is
developing rapidly. And the concept of
the Hearing State, initiated by President
Tokayev, plays an important role in this.
Civic initiatives are developing well
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mainly in large cities. But there are also
sporadic examples of eco-activism in the
regions of the country.

Environmental activism involves young
and ambitious citizens. Young people are
not indifferent to environmental issues and
information and opinions are exchanged
through all existing information channels.
Environmental activists take part in events
at all levels and their position can be
heard and taken into account when crucial
political decisions are made.

The role of social networks in the
dissemination of information and the
opportunity to unite is high. In general,
experts believe that anxiety about the
environment 1is felt throughout the
world and is necessarily reflected in
Kazakhstan's reality. Eco-activism in
the world is no longer just a trend, but
a concern confirmed by real scientific
research. The Kazakhstani public is just
starting to become active in this regard,
but the process has been launched and its
relevance will grow day by day.

According to experts, eco-activists
in the country are divided into two main
groups: some deal with air pollution and
others with waste. A small number of
eco-activists are focused on greening.
However, water and biodiversity issues
are occasionally raised.

The main problems of environmental
activism according to experts are

- There is a lack of venues for eco-
activists to gather to discuss problems and
solutions.

- A high level of distrust of eco-
activists towards the executive authorities.
Difficulties include lack of understanding,
inaction on the part of officials, the
emergence of "barbaric laws", promotion

Central Asia's

FAIRS

QUARTERLY ANALYTICAL REVIEW

4 (84)/2021



of harmful technologies (incineration, for
example), etc.

- Little awareness of ongoing projects
in the RoK;

- Fragmented views of the activists
themselves on the topic. Environmental
organisations themselves are reluctant to
join partner networks and coalitions;

- The division of resources among active
NGOs, i.e. low state material support
for eco-activists. Often, eco-activists
have to turn to foreign grants or use the
crowdfunding system;

- Low accessibility to data and sources
of specialised bodies (meaning statistical
data, financial reports, research reports,
etc.)

- The development of excessive
(radical, unprofessional, aggressive) eco-
activism 1is also cited as a problem, which,
in turn, can have a negative impact on the
development of the economy, business and
generally cause destabilisation processes
in society. This is often due to the fact that
there is no clear understanding of what
eco-activism is, its essence, principles
and ultimate goals. Many eco-activists
interpret their ideas as the only correct
ones. At the same time, both business and
the state do not seek compromises, each
pursuing its own interests. The issue of
interaction between the state, business and
the public in this context is being brought
up to date.

In this connection, some experts have
voiced the position that it is the state that
should direct and regulate the field of
ecology. Eco-movements, especially if
they are founded spontaneously, without a
scientific and qualified component, can do
tangible harm to the development of proper
eco-activism.  According to Kamshat
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Tusupova, PhD in Water Resources
Engineering at Lund University (Sweden),
there are five areas that should be regulated
exclusively by the state - education, health
care, social welfare, defence and ecology.
Therefore, any ecological education,
people's training, ecological ideology
presuppose the state to have a written,
clear program-plan. And we should not
wait for results in 3-4 years, everything
that concerns change of consciousness
requires long time and continuous work in
this direction.

- Low level of environmental awareness
and education in the country. The majority
of the population lacks environmental
education and culture in relation to the
environment, animals, consumption, and
solid waste management. The problem
is to change the consciousness of the
citizens themselves. The more people
in Kazakhstan begin to change their
values, the measure of consumption, live
ecologically and reduce their ecological
footprint, the more chances the country
has to improve the ecological picture and
to develop quality eco-activism in general.

- Lack of expertise and qualified
knowledge among the eco-activists
themselves. Like any process, eco-activism
needs to develop. This is possible through
continuous training, the development of
eco-movement representatives, scientific
research, and the training of qualified
personnel in this field. All this requires a
systematic, science-based approach.

- "Clicktivism" that does not translate
into active action. Citizens are not ready to
spend their own time and effort on proactive
action to protect the environment;

- Citizens, on the one hand, wish to
improve environmental conditions, but are
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not prepared to pay for the environment,
for environmental levies and increased
tariffs.

- In Kazakhstan, volunteerism and
philanthropy are not as well developed
as in Western countries: the population is
extremely reluctant to donate money to
non-profit environmental organisations
(which is one of the main reasons for
environmental NGOs to seek funding
from other countries).

The effectiveness of interaction and
communication between the state and civil
society on environmental issues:

- Experts note that there is often a
quick response from state authorities to
minor issues, but a lack of systematic
communication and resolution of serious
environmental problems.

- There are some perspectives, for
example the Council under the Ministry of
Environment and the ambassadors for this
topic are a really working mechanism, but
at the same time there is not a sufficiently
effective scheme of interaction or awareness
of the civil sector on this activity.

Conclusions

One of the main current trends in
eco-activism is the emergence of many
independent grassroots initiative groups,
indicating a significant growth of the
environmental movement in quantitative
terms. On the other hand, eco-movements
are gaining an impressive presence on
the international stage, which indicates
their qualitative and authoritative growth.
A global shift in social consciousness
1s taking place, in which the right to a
healthy environment is a defining value.
The environmental agenda is becoming
an independent political agenda for
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international ~ organisations,  political

parties and community leaders.

Institutional recommendations

The first priority for the state should
be sustainable economic development,
which would then allow both citizens and
the state to increase spending on the green
economy.

The state needs to support the really
working environmental movements and
projects(informationallyandfinancially).
Raise awareness, provide training on
how to obtain material support from
the government. Many environmental
movements find it easier to apply for
grants from foreign countries, as they
have simple schemes for communicating
and handling documents, as well as for
obtaining funding.

It is important to develop a scientifically
based, competent algorithm for action at
state level, a plan for the development of
the environmental sphere, indicating all the
objectives, indicators and mechanisms for
their achievement, with further monitoring

of progress.
The creation  of  professional
associations, based on the example

of European countries, consisting of
qualified specialists in a particular field of
environmental knowledge, possibly even
interdisciplinary in nature, for a narrower
and deeper study of the environmental
situation and problems in Kazakhstan. And
also to provide qualified consultations and
expert assessments.

Educational initiatives

Governments  need  to guide
representatives of environmental
movements to acquire environmental
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knowledge, as many of them often
lack the necessary knowledge in the
field of ecology; improve access to
information, data, training, etc. Support
for environmental impact assessments
is also important, linking environmental
movement representatives to experts and
scientists in the field of ecology.

Systematically, it is also important to
raise the level of environmental scientists,
while at the same time emphasising the
training of our own professional staff. The
state spends many millions of funds to
invite foreign scientists and pay them for
their work as scientific project managers.
It would be more appropriate to study
the shortage of specialists, scientific
personnel and educational pathways in
the country, formalize agreements with
foreign partners and send their young
scientists (including through the Bolashak
programme) to improve their scientific
level and qualification skills.

The ideology should be aimed at
building environmental awareness. It is
fundamentally important to raise public
responsibility through stricter measures,
as well as through raising intellectual
capacity. It is one thing when a person
knows that one should not harm the
environment, it is another thing when

he/she is responsible for it, and most
importantly, when he/she is truly aware
of the consequences of his/her actions.
There is no punishment for everyone,
so it is important to work on raising the
intellectual awareness of the importance
of environmental behaviour.

Recommendations to improve the
relationship between government,
business and civil society

It is necessary to create a single portal
for communication with civil society
and eco-activists on environmental
issues. Break it down by directions of
environmental problems. The portal would
include all aspects, algorithms of step-by-
step actions, information and news from
all over Kazakhstan. Also on this portal
it would be possible to register and hold
all public hearings, events and meetings
related to environmental topics, both
online and offline.

It is essential that society, government
and  international  bodies  develop
mechanisms that enable non-governmental
organisations, and hence environmental
movements, to become effective and
responsible partners in devising a
sustainable development path that prevents
environmental destruction.
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The Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies (KazISS)
under the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
was established by the Decree of the President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan in June 16, 1993

The main task of the KazISS is forecasting and analytical support of the strategic
aspects of the domestic and foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. KazISS is
the only Kazakh «Think Tank» included in the main rating «Global Go To Think Tank
Index Report» of the University of Pennsylvania (2018), taking 142nd place among
8162 think tanks in the world.

For 28 years of activity, the Institute has published more than300 books on
international relations, problems of global and regional security. KazISS publishes
three magazines: “Kogam zhane Dauir”, “Kazakhstan Spectrum”, “Central
Asia’s Affairs”. The Institute has its own website in three languages: Kazakh,
Russian and English, and also maintains accounts on social networks Facebook and
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New rules for submission and editing of manuscripts
in the Central Asia’s Affairs Journal

 Publication of materials in the scientific journal «Central Asia’s Affairs» (CAA)
is carried out through the Open Journal System, an online submission and peer review
system.

* Authors should send files of their manuscripts (including abstracts) to the editor-
in-chief on the http://journal-caa.kisi.kz website’s submission of the materials
section (preliminary registration is required).

« Authors should provide a cover letter for correspondence when submitting the
manuscript.

* Manuscripts are accepted in English, Russian and Kazakh languages (with
subsequent translation into English by the Editorial Board).

* The manuscript must be edited in accordance with the requirements described on
the Journal’s website: http://journal-caa.kisi.kz/index.php/caa/for-authors

 The information about the authors and/ or the person responsible for correspondence
has to be attached on a separate page with the indication of postal addresses, telephone
numbers and e-mail.

» All materials submitted to Central Asia’s Affairs are checked for plagiarism and
peer-reviewed. After plagiarism check authors are encouraged to edit the manuscript.
Authors receive comments from reviewers and will be informed on the final decision
about publication within one month. An accepted article is usually published in one of
the next two issues of the journal.

* The copyright for articles as well as any legal responsibilities remains with the
authors.

» Submissions mustbe objective, impartial, evidence-based and carefully documented.

« Articles must constitute an original study that has not been previously published or
reviewed by other journals.

* CAA does not require payment from authors and does not offer any payment, as
well as the editorial staff and reviewers do not receive any payment for their work.

 To ensure impartial peer review, articles must be submitted to the editor-in-chief in
two files: (1) full article with the name (names) of the author (authors), abstract, full text
with notes, and (ii) anonymous version without the «Information about the authors»
section.

» The volume of a scientific-theoretical, scientific-analytical and review article is
from 8 to 18 pages of typewritten text together with figures, tables and graphs. The
maximum number of article elements (figures, tables and graphs) should not exceed 6.

* Technical requirements for manuscripts: font - Times New Roman, size - 14pt; line
spacing - 1.0, one column; margins: 2 cm each side.
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